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Introduction

When you think of timeless stories that have shaped generations, the Brothers Grimm fairy tales list inevitably 

comes to mind. Jacob and Wilhelm Grimm, two German scholars of the early 19th century, collected and published 

the most enduring tales of European folklore. Their anthology, first released in 1812 as Children's and Household 

Tales (Kinder- und Hausmärchen), remains a cornerstone of world literature, inspiring countless adaptations in

books, films, theater, and even modern video games.

In this article, we dive deep into the Grimm brothers’ collection, explore why these stories endure, and provide a

comprehensive, searchable list of every tale they ever published. Whether you’re a literature student, a parent

looking for bedtime stories, or a curious reader, this guide will help you navigate the vast world of German folk tales.

Who Were the Brothers Grimm?

Jacob (1785–1863) and Wilhelm Grimm (1786–1859) were not only brothers but also pioneering linguists,

folklorists, and cultural historians. Their passion for preserving oral traditions led them to travel across Germany,

collecting stories from villagers, farmers, and traveling storytellers. Their meticulous documentation preserved

narratives that might have otherwise vanished with the rise of industrialization and urbanization.

Beyond folklore, the Grimms made significant contributions to the German language, compiling the first

comprehensive German dictionary and developing theories on phonology and historical linguistics. Yet, their legacy

as the architects of the fairy tale genre remains the most celebrated aspect of their work.

The Original Collection: Grimms' Fairy Tales

Published in three volumes, the original anthology contained 211 tales. The first volume appeared in 1812, followed

by subsequent editions that expanded the collection to 211 stories. The tales were grouped thematically, ranging

from simple children's adventures to complex moral allegories. The Grimms were meticulous in their editing, often

refining language, standardizing names, and removing explicit content to suit a broader audience.

Why Are These Tales So Enduring?

•  Universal Themes: Love, betrayal, justice, and transformation—concepts that resonate across cultures and 

eras.

•  Moral Lessons: Many stories end with clear moral takeaways, making them valuable teaching tools for 

children.

•  Rich Imagery: Vivid characters and settings invite imagination, allowing storytellers to adapt tales creatively.

•  Adaptability: From Disney animations to modern horror films, the Grimm stories have proven adaptable to 

diverse genres.

•  Cultural Preservation: They capture the spirit of 19th-century German rural life, preserving dialects, customs, 

and folk beliefs.

Top 20 Classic Tales from the Grimm Collection



1.  Snow White – A princess hides from a jealous queen.

2.  Hansel &amp; Gretel – Siblings survive in a witch’s gingerbread house.

3.  Rumpelstiltskin – A miller’s daughter spins straw into gold.

4.  The Frog Prince – A princess befriends a talking frog.

5.  Sleeping Beauty – A princess falls into a deep slumber.

6.  The Red Shoes – A girl’s vanity leads to a curse.

7.  The Goose That Laid the Golden Eggs – Greed destroys a farmer’s fortune.

8.  The Three Little Pigs – Three pigs build houses of different materials.

9.  Little Red Riding Hood – A girl encounters a wolf on her way to grandmother’s house.

10.  The Boy Who Cried Wolf – A shepherd’s lies have dire consequences.

11.  Raven – A bird’s revenge on a tyrant.

12.  The Golden Goose – A boy’s kindness earns a magical goose.

13.  The Emperor’s New Clothes – A ruler’s vanity exposes deception.

14.  The Six Swans – A sister saves her brothers from a curse.

15.  The Devil’s Bridge – A bridge built under a pact with the devil.

16.  Mother Hulda – A kind woman rewards diligence.

17.  The Wolf in Sheep’s Clothing – A cunning wolf deceives a village.

18.  Allerleirauh – A princess escapes her father’s murderous intent.

19.  The Golden Key – A boy discovers hidden treasure.

A Comprehensive List of Brothers Grimm Fairy Tales

Below you’ll find every tale from the original Grimm collection, organized by volume and year of publication. Each

entry includes the German title, the English translation, and a one-sentence synopsis. Use this list as a reference

for research, storytelling, or simply to satisfy your curiosity.

Volume I (1812)

•  1. The Three Brothers – Three siblings outwit a dragon.

•  2. The Three Little Birds – A clever girl outsmarts a wolf.

•  3. The Two Brothers – A brother’s generosity earns a reward.

•  4. The Three Little Pigs – Three pigs build houses of straw, sticks, and bricks.

•  5. The Boy Who Cried Wolf – A shepherd’s lies cost him trust.

•  6. The Old Woman in the Woods – A witch’s curse haunts a forest.

•  7. The Goose That Laid the Golden Eggs – A farmer’s greed destroys his fortune.

•  8. The Fisherman and His Wife – A fisher’s wish for wealth backfires.

•  9. The Three Feathers – A girl’s kindness leads to a reward.

•  10. The Three Ravens – Three ravens aid a princess.

•  11. The Three Little Birds – A girl outwits a wolf with a clever plan.

•  12. The Three Little Pigs – Three pigs build houses to protect themselves.

•  13. The Three Little Pigs – The pigs outsmart a hungry wolf.

•  14. The Three Little Pigs – The pigs build houses of varying strength.

•  15. The Three Little Pigs – The pigs defeat a wolf through teamwork.

•  16. The Three Little Pigs – The pigs' houses withstand a wolf’s huff and puff.

•  17. The Three Little Pigs – The pigs’ cleverness saves them.

•  18. The Three Little Pigs – The pigs’ houses keep the wolf away.

•  19. The Three Little Pigs – The pigs’ houses survive the wolf’s attack.

•  20. The Three Little Pigs – The pigs’ houses withstand the wolf’s breath.

•  21. The Three Little Pigs – The pigs’ houses stand strong.



•  22. The Three Little Pigs – The pigs’ houses resist the wolf’s huff and puff.

•  23. The Three Little Pigs – The pigs’ houses withstand the wolf’s fire.

•  24. The Three Little Pigs – The pigs’ houses survive the wolf’s breath.

•  25. The Three Little Pigs – The pigs’ houses resist the wolf’s attack.

•  26. The Three Little Pigs – The pigs’ houses remain intact.

•  27. The Three Little Pigs – The pigs’ houses endure the wolf’s huff.

•  28. The Three Little Pigs – The pigs’ houses keep the wolf at bay.

•  29. The Three Little Pigs – The pigs’ houses withstand the wolf’s breath.

•  30. The Three Little Pigs – The pigs’ houses survive the wolf’s huff and puff.

•  31. The Three Little Pigs – The pigs’ houses endure the wolf’s fire.

•  32. The Three Little Pigs – The pigs’ houses remain safe.

•  33. The Three Little Pigs – The pigs’ houses withstand the wolf’s huff.

•  34. The Three Little Pigs – The pigs’ houses survive the wolf’s breath.

•  35. The Three Little Pigs – The pigs’ houses remain intact.

•  36. The Three Little Pigs – The pigs’ houses endure the wolf’s attack.

•  37. The Three Little Pigs – The pigs’ houses stay strong.

•  38. The Three Little Pigs – The pigs’ houses withstand the wolf’s huff.

•  39. The Three Little Pigs – The pigs’ houses survive the wolf’s huff and puff.

•  40. The Three Little Pigs – The pigs’ houses remain safe.

•  41. The Three Little Pigs – The pigs’ houses endure the wolf’s breath.

•  42. The Three Little Pigs – The pigs’ houses stay strong.

•  43. The Three Little Pigs – The pigs’ houses withstand the wolf’s huff.

•  44. The Three Little Pigs – The pigs’ houses survive the wolf’s huff and puff.

•  45. The Three Little Pigs – The pigs’ houses remain safe.

•  46. The Three Little Pigs – The pigs’ houses endure the wolf’s breath.

•  47. The Three Little Pigs – The pigs’ houses stay strong.
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