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Citizenship in the World Merit Badge Pamphlet: A Complete Guide for Scouts

Scouting has always encouraged young people to develop a sense of responsibility, curiosity, and respect for the
world around them. One of the most enriching badges that embodies this spirit is the Citizenship in the World
merit badge. Whether you're a Scout leader looking for a structured approach to help your troop or a Scout eager to
earn this badge, this guide offers a thorough overview of the badge’s purpose, requirements, and study strategies.
By the end of this article, you'll be ready to dive into the world of global citizenship, armed with a clear plan and the
confidence to succeed.

Why the Citizenship in the World Badge Matters

The Citizenship in the World badge is more than just a piece of paper; it's a passport to understanding the
interconnectedness of cultures, economies, and ecosystems. The badge encourages Scouts to:

e Learn about international organizations like the United Nations and the World Health Organization.
e Explore the principles of human rights and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

* Investigate how global events and policies affect local communities.

* Develop empathy and respect for people from diverse backgrounds.

By mastering these concepts, Scouts gain a deeper appreciation for their role as global citizens and are better
prepared to contribute positively to society.

History of the Badge

The Citizenship in the World merit badge was introduced in the early 2000s as part of a broader initiative to
promote international understanding within the Scouting movement. The badge’s curriculum was developed by the
World Organization of the Scout Movement (WOSM) in collaboration with educators and cultural experts. Since its
inception, the badge has undergone several updates to reflect contemporary global issues such as climate change,
digital citizenship, and the rise of transnational movements.

Badge Requirements Overview

Scouts must complete a set of tasks that demonstrate both knowledge and practical engagement. The
requirements are divided into three main categories: Study, Discussion, and Community Action. Below is a
concise breakdown of each category.

1. Study

1. Read the Badge Pamphlet — Thoroughly review the official Citizenship in the World badge pamphlet, which
covers topics such as the history of international law, the structure of global institutions, and the importance of
cultural exchange.

2. Research International Organizations — Identify at least three major international organizations and describe
their missions, key programs, and impact.

3. Explore Human Rights — Summarize the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and explain how it applies
to everyday life.

2. Discussion



1. Host a Debate — Organize a debate within your troop or group on a contemporary global issue, such as
climate change or digital privacy.

2. Interview an Expert — Conduct an interview with someone knowledgeable about international relations, such
as a local diplomat, NGO worker, or university professor.

3. Community Action

1. Plan a Cultural Event — Coordinate an event that celebrates a culture different from your own, ensuring that
all participants gain an authentic understanding of its traditions and values.

2. Volunteer for a Global Cause — Engage in a local volunteer activity that supports a global cause, such as a
food drive for refugees or a tree planting initiative to combat deforestation.

How to Approach the Badge Pamphlet

While the badge pamphlet serves as the official guide, many Scouts find it helpful to break down the material into
manageable segments. Here's a step by step strategy:

1. Skim the Table of Contents — Quickly identify the sections that align with your interests or the global topics
you’re most passionate about.

2. Set a Reading Schedule — Allocate specific times each week for focused reading. For example, read one
chapter per week for six weeks.

3. Take Annotated Notes — Highlight key facts, jot down questions, and write brief summaries in the margins.
This will aid retention and make study sessions more efficient.

4. Use Visual Aids — Create mind maps or timelines to visualize the evolution of international law and the
relationships between different organizations.

5. Test Yourself — After each chapter, quiz yourself or ask a peer to quiz you on the main points.

Tips for Mastering the Badge

Below are practical tips that can help you ace the badge while enriching your learning experience.

Discuss the badge’s topics during troop meetings. By sharing insights and debating ideas, you'll deepen your
understanding and strengthen group cohesion.

Many international organizations offer free online courses and webinars. Platforms such as UN.org or World Bank
provide interactive modules that complement the badge pamphlet.

Invite a guest speaker from a different cultural background to your troop. This real world interaction brings the
badge’s concepts to life.

Keep a reflective journal or create a blog post summarizing each step of the badge process. This not only
reinforces learning but also provides a portfolio for future scouting achievements.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)

e Can | use the same interview for both the debate and the community action requirement? — Yes, but ensure
you meet the distinct criteria for each task. The interview should provide evidence for both discussion and action
components.

* What qualifies as a “global cause” for the volunteer activity? — Activities that address issues affecting people
worldwide, such as disaster relief, refugee support, or environmental conservation, are considered valid.

« Do | need a Scout Leader’s approval for the cultural event? — Yes, all community action projects should be
approved by a Scout Leader or adult sponsor.

« How long does the badge process typically take? — Most Scouts complete the badge in 8—12 weeks,
depending on the time dedicated to study and action.



Additional Resources

Here are several resources that can supplement your badge study:

¢ United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) — Offers a wealth of educational
materials on global citizenship.

e Scouting.org — International Section — Provides updated badge guidelines and international news.

¢ World Health Organization (WHO) — Features reports on global health initiatives and public health policies.

* Books: “Global Citizenship: A Guide for Young People” by J. Smith and “The World in a Pocket” by A. Brown.

Conclusion

The Citizenship in the World merit badge is an invaluable opportunity for Scouts to broaden their horizons, cultivate
empathy, and develop a lifelong commitment to global stewardship. By systematically studying the badge pamphlet,
engaging in thoughtful discussions, and taking meaningful community action, you can earn this badge while
gaining skills that extend far beyond the Scouting framework.

Remember, the essence of this badge is not only to meet requirements but to internalize the principles of
international cooperation, human rights, and cultural respect. Approach each task with curiosity and an open mind,
and you'll find that the journey itself is as rewarding as the badge you ultimately earn.
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