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Introduction

When you’re planning to enroll at a university, one of the first questions that pops up is, “How much will it cost?”
The answer isn't always straightforward. Every institution publishes a fee schedule that outlines tuition, mandatory
fees, and optional charges. For students applying to PSFCUNJ, understanding the fee schedule is essential for
budgeting, applying for financial aid, and making informed decisions about course loads and extracurricular
activities. This article breaks down the PSFCUNJ fee schedule, explains each component, and provides practical
tips for managing costs throughout your academic journey.

What Is a Fee Schedule?

A fee schedule is a comprehensive list of all charges associated with attending a college or university. It includes
tuition, mandatory campus fees, lab fees, health services, and optional charges such as housing or meal plans.
The schedule is typically updated annually and reflects the institution’s cost structure for that academic year. At
PSFCUNJ, the fee schedule is organized by program, residency status, and student type (undergraduate,
graduate, or professional).

Key Elements of a Fee Schedule

 Tuition — The base cost for instruction per credit hour or per semester.

¢ Mandatory Fees — Required charges for services like student health, library access, and campus safety.
Optional Fees — Voluntary charges for housing, meal plans, or club memberships.

¢ Lab and Equipment Fees — Costs for specialized courses that require lab work.

¢ Technology Fees — Charges for Wi-Fi, software licenses, and campus IT support.

Fee Schedule Overview at PSFCUNJ

PSFCUNJ's fee schedule is designed to be transparent and user-friendly. The university publishes a PDF and an
interactive online tool that allows prospective students to calculate estimated costs based on their chosen program
and residency status. Below is a snapshot of the typical fees you might encounter as a first-year undergraduate at
PSFCUNJ.

Tuition Fees

Tuition is the largest component of the fee schedule. PSFCUNJ charges a flat rate per credit hour, which varies by
residency status. For the 2024—-2025 academic year, the rates are:

* In-state undergraduate: $650 per credit hour
e Out-of-state undergraduate: $1,200 per credit hour
e Graduate programs: $1,050 per credit hour (in-state) / $1,800 per credit hour (out-of-state)

Most undergraduate students take 15 credit hours per semester, which results in a tuition cost of $9,750 for in-state
students and $18,000 for out-of-state students per semester.

Mandatory Fees

These fees are required for all students regardless of their program. They fund essential services that support



student life and safety.

» Student Health Fee — $350 annually, covering basic health services and access to the campus health center.
e Student Activity Fee — $200 annually, used to support clubs, intramural sports, and cultural events.
« Technology Fee — $180 annually, which includes Wi-Fi access, software licenses, and technical support.
» Campus Safety Fee — $75 annually, funding security personnel and emergency preparedness.
e Library Fee — $50 annually, which provides access to digital resources and research databases.
Optional Fees

Optional fees allow students to customize their campus experience. While not required, many students choose to
pay for these services to enhance their academic and social life.

* On-Campus Housing — Ranges from $4,200 to $6,500 per semester depending on the type of
accommodation.
e Meal Plan — $2,000 per semester for a standard plan, with premium options available.
 Student Union Membership — $100 annually, granting access to exclusive events and discounts.
* Gym Membership — $150 annually, including access to all fitness facilities.
Lab and Equipment Fees

Students in science, engineering, and health-related programs may incur additional fees for lab usage and
specialized equipment. These fees are typically charged per course and can range from $150 to $300 per semester.

Technology and Software Fees

Beyond the general technology fee, certain majors require specific software licenses. For example, graphic design
courses might require Adobe Creative Cloud subscriptions, while computer science courses may need specialized
programming tools. These costs are included in the course fee or billed separately.

How to Interpret the Fee Schedule

Understanding the fee schedule is more than just reading numbers. It's about recognizing how each charge fits into
your overall budget and how you can offset costs through scholarships, financial aid, or payment plans.

Step 1. Calculate Total Tuition

Multiply your credit load by the per-credit rate. For instance, a 15-credit semester at $650 per credit equals $9,750.

Step 2: Add Mandatory Fees

Sum all mandatory fees for the year. Using the numbers above, the total mandatory fees for an in-state
undergraduate would be $650 (Health + Activity + Tech + Safety + Library).

Step 3: Include Optional Charges

Decide which optional services you'll use. If you choose on-campus housing and a standard meal plan, add those
amounts to the total.

Step 4: Apply Discounts and Scholarships

PSFCUNJ offers a range of merit-based and need-based scholarships. Many students receive a 10-30% reduction
on tuition or specific fees. Always check the scholarship eligibility criteria and deadlines.

Step 5: Factor in Financial Aid

Federal and state aid, as well as institutional grants, can significantly reduce out-of-pocket expenses. Use the
FAFSA and the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) to estimate your Expected Family Contribution



(EFC) and the aid you may receive.

Financial Aid and Scholarship Opportunities at PSFCUNJ

PSFCUNJ is committed to making higher education accessible. The university offers a mix of scholarships, grants,
and work study programs that can cover a substantial portion of tuition and fees.

Merit-Based Scholarships

* Academic Excellence Scholarship — 15% tuition reduction for students with a GPA above 3.8.

e STEM Scholarship — 20% tuition reduction for students enrolled in science, technology, engineering, or
mathematics majors.

e Leadership Scholarship — 10% tuition reduction for students who have held leadership roles in community or
school organizations.
Need-Based Grants

PSFCUNJ's institutional grants are awarded based on the student’s financial need, as determined by the FAFSA.
These grants do not need to be repaid and can cover up to 40% of tuition for qualifying students.

Work-Study Programs

Eligible students can work part-time on campus in roles such as library assistants, lab technicians, or
administrative support. Work-study earnings are applied directly to tuition and fees.

External Scholarships

Students should also explore external scholarship opportunities from foundations, corporations, and community
organizations. Many of these scholarships align with specific majors or demographic groups.

Payment Plans and Tuition Schedules

Paying the full tuition and fee bill at once can be daunting. PSFCUNJ offers several payment plan options to help
students spread the cost over the semester or academic year.

Semester-Based Payment Plan

Under this plan, students pay a portion of tuition and fees at the beginning of each semester, with the remaining
balance due by the end of the semester.

Quarter-Based Payment Plan

For programs that follow a quarter system, students can make smaller quarterly payments that align with the
academic calendar.

Monthly Payment Plan

Students can opt to pay a fixed monthly amount, making budgeting easier. This plan usually includes a small
administrative fee.

Late Payment Penalties

Failure to meet payment deadlines may result in late fees and the suspension of registration until the balance is
cleared.

Budgeting Tips for PSFCUNJ Students

Beyond understanding the fee schedule, creating a realistic budget is key to avoiding financial stress during



college. Here are practical strategies to keep costs in check.

Track Your Expenses

Use a budgeting app or spreadsheet to monitor all expenses, including tuition, books, transportation, and personal
items.

Prioritize Needs Over Wants

Allocate funds first for tuition, mandatory fees, and essential living expenses. Optional fees should be considered
only if they add tangible value to your education.

Buy Used Textbooks

Textbook costs can be significant. Check the university’s bookstore for used copies, rent textbooks, or explore
online marketplaces.

Leverage Campus Resources

Many campus services, such as the library, gym, and counseling center, are free or discounted for students. Take
advantage of these resources to reduce out-of-pocket expenses.

Plan for Transportation

Public transportation passes, carpooling, or biking can reduce commuting costs. Some universities offer discounted
transit passes for students.

Apply for Early Financial Aid

Submitting the FAFSA and scholarship applications early increases your chances of receiving aid before the
deadline.

Frequently Asked Questions

Q: What happens if | miss a payment deadline?

A: PSFCUNJ imposes a late fee and may suspend your registration until the balance is paid. It's best to contact the
financial services office as soon as you anticipate a delay.

Q: Can I transfer my tuition payment to a different semester?

A: Tuition payments are generally non-transferable. However, you can apply a credit to future tuition if you have a
valid reason, such as a change in enrollment status.

Q: Are there additional fees for online courses?
A:
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