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How to Fold a Paper Crane: A Complete, Step �by �Step Guide

Paper folding, or origami, has enchanted people for centuries. Among the many figures that can be crafted from a

single sheet of paper, the paper crane stands out as a symbol of peace, hope, and resilience. Whether you’re a

beginner eager to learn a new skill or an experienced fancier looking for a fresh challenge, this guide will walk you

through the process of folding a paper crane from start to finish. By the end of this article, you’ll not only have a

beautiful crane in your hands but also the confidence to create variations and incorporate them into your own

creative projects.

Materials and Preparation

Paper Selection

Choosing the right paper is the first step toward a successful crane. Traditional origami uses thin, square sheets 

called origami paper. These are typically 6 × 6 cm (2.5 × 2.5 in) and come in a variety of colors and patterns. If you

don’t have origami paper, you can cut a square from any regular printer paper or cardstock. For beginners, a

slightly thicker cardstock (around 120 /gsm) provides sturdier folds and easier manipulation.

Tools Needed

•  Square sheet of paper (origami or cardstock)

•  Flat, clean surface (a table or a smooth desk)

•  Optional: a small ruler or a straight edge for sharper creases

Setting Up Your Workspace

Ensure your workspace is well-lit and free of distractions. A flat surface will help you keep the paper level while

folding. If you’re working with a thick cardstock, a light touch will prevent the paper from tearing at the folds. Keep a

small stack of paper handy so you can replace a sheet if it becomes damaged.

Step �by �Step Folding Guide

Follow these steps carefully. Each fold builds on the previous one, so attention to detail is crucial. If you find a step

confusing, pause, look at the diagram, and try again. With practice, the sequence will become second nature.

Step 1: Create the Base

1.  Fold the paper in half diagonally. Bring one corner to the opposite corner and crease firmly. Unfold the sheet 

to reveal a diagonal crease.

2.  Fold the paper in half the other way. Bring the remaining two corners together and crease. Unfold again. You 

should now see two intersecting creases forming an “X” across the sheet.

3.  Fold the paper in half horizontally. Bring the top edge down to the bottom edge and crease. Unfold. The 

paper should now have a cross of creases: two diagonals and one horizontal line.

4.  Fold the paper in half vertically. Bring the left edge to the right edge and crease. Unfold. The paper is now a 

perfect square with a grid of creases.

Step 2: Form the Triangle



1.  Fold the square in half vertically again. This time, keep the fold in place. The paper will now be a rectangle.

2.  Fold the rectangle in half horizontally. Bring the top edge to the bottom edge. The sheet should now be a 

smaller square.

3.  Open the paper back up. You’ll see a set of creases that form a “Z” shape across the square.

4.  Fold the top corners to the center crease. Bring each corner down so that they meet at the middle of the 

sheet. Crease firmly. This forms a kite shape.

5.  Flip the paper over. You now have a smaller square with a triangle on top.

Step 3: Build the Wings

1.  Fold the top layer of the triangle down. Align the tip of the triangle with the base line and crease. This creates 

the base of the crane’s body.

2.  Turn the paper over again. You should now see a long, narrow shape with a small flap at the bottom.

3.  Fold the top flap down to form the head. Bring the tip of the flap to the bottom point of the shape and crease. 

This will become the crane’s head.

4.  Open the flap slightly. This will allow the head to be lifted later.

5.  Fold the sides of the shape inward. Bring the outer edges toward the centerline, forming a long, thin 

rectangle. Crease firmly.

Step 4: Shape the Head and Tail

1.  Fold the tip of the head back up. This creates a small triangle that will become the crane’s beak.

2.  Fold the tail back to align with the body. The tail should now sit flush with the body’s centerline.

3.  Flatten the entire structure. Smooth out any creases to ensure the crane holds its shape.

Step 5: Final Adjustments

1.  Open the wings slightly. Gently pull the wings apart so the crane looks more natural.

2.  Adjust the head and tail. Slightly bend the head upward and the tail downward to give the crane a dynamic 

pose.

3.  Check the symmetry. Ensure both sides of the crane mirror each other. If one side looks off, gently crease 

the opposite side to balance it.

4.  Admire your creation. Your paper crane should now stand upright with a graceful posture.

Tips for a Perfect Paper Crane

•  Use a sharp, clean crease. A ruler or a small bone folder can help you achieve crisp lines.

•  Fold slowly and deliberately. Rushing can lead to misaligned folds and a less symmetrical crane.

•  Keep the paper flat. A slightly uneven surface can cause the folds to warp.

•  Practice the base folds first. Mastering the initial creases makes the rest of the process smoother.

•  Choose light-colored paper for visibility. It’s easier to see the creases and adjust them.

Variations and Creative Ideas

Colorful Cranes

Instead of using a single color, try cutting the origami paper into a pattern of stripes or polka dots. When folded, the

crane will display a vibrant mosaic of colors, making it an eye-catching decoration for gifts or home décor.

3 �D Crane Models

By folding several cranes and attaching them with a small piece of elastic or thread, you can create a 3 �D crane that

appears to hover in mid �air. This is a popular project for school science fairs and craft parties.

Incorporating Cranes into Crafts



•  Paper Crane Garland. String multiple cranes together with ribbon or twine to create a festive garland for 

parties or weddings.

•  Crane �Inspired Jewelry. Use a mini crane as a charm on a necklace or bracelet. You can paint it or embed it in 

resin for a polished finish.

•  Crane �Motif Greeting Cards. Fold a crane inside a blank card to add a personal touch to your holiday or 

birthday wishes.

Common Mistakes and How to Fix Them

•  Uneven Creases. If the folds don’t line up, gently straighten the paper and re �crease the affected area.

•  Missing the Head. A misplaced head fold can make the crane look lopsided. Re �open the head flap and fold it 

again, aligning the tip with the base.

•  Too Tightly Folded Wings. If the wings are too close together, they won’t display properly. Carefully adjust the 

wing folds outward to create a balanced look.

•  Paper Tear. When using thick cardstock, a sharp fold can tear the paper. Use a bone folder or a small ruler to 

create a smooth crease without tearing.

The Symbolic Meaning Behind the Paper Crane

The paper crane has deep cultural significance, especially in Japan where it is known as the hatasu. It represents

longevity, good fortune, and the hope for a peaceful future. In the aftermath of the 2011 T�Ö†ö·P earthquake and

tsunami, the act of folding 1,000 cranes became a global symbol of healing and solidarity. By folding a crane, you

participate in a tradition that transcends borders and brings people together in a shared gesture of compassion.

Conclusion

Folding a paper crane may seem simple, but it is an art that requires patience, precision, and practice. With the

step �by �step instructions above, you can master the craft and create a beautiful, symbolic piece of paper art.

Whether you display your crane proudly, gift it to a loved one, or use it as a centerpiece in a larger project, the

paper crane will always carry a message of hope and resilience. So pick up a square of paper, follow the folds, and

let the graceful wings of your crane take flight.

Frequently Asked Questions

What size paper should I use for a beginner?

For beginners, a 6 × 6 cm origami square or a slightly larger 8 × 8 cm square works best. Larger paper gives more

room for adjustments, while smaller paper challenges your precision.

Can I use printer paper instead of origami paper?

Yes, but be aware that printer paper is thicker and may crease differently. If you notice tearing, switch to a thinner

cardstock or origami paper.

How many folds are required to make a crane?

There are about 20 to 25 folds in total, depending on how you count the base creases. The key is to follow the

sequence carefully.

What if my crane doesn’t stand upright?

Check the symmetry of the wings and body. Slight adjustments to the tail and head can help the crane balance. If it

still won’t stand, try adding a small piece of paper or a toothpick at the base for extra support.



Can I paint my crane after folding?

Absolutely! Once the crane is fully folded and dry, you can use acrylic or watercolor paint to add details, such as

eye markings or decorative patterns.
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