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How to Get Oil Off Concrete: A Complete Guide

Concrete surfaces are ubiquitous—driveways, patios, garages, and industrial floors all rely on this durable material

for everyday use. Yet one of the most common and stubborn problems homeowners, renters, and business owners

face is oil staining. From spilled motor oil to cooking grease, oil can seep into concrete pores, leaving unsightly

marks that are difficult to remove. This guide will walk you through everything you need to know to get oil off

concrete, covering safe practices, DIY solutions, commercial products, and long �term prevention strategies. By the

end of this article, you’ll have a clear action plan and the confidence to tackle any oil �stained concrete surface.

Understanding Oil Stains on Concrete

Types of Oil That Stain Concrete

Oil stains can come from a variety of sources, each with slightly different characteristics:

•  Motor Oil & Diesel – Common in garages and automotive workshops. These oils are thick, dark, and often 

contain additives that make them especially persistent.

•  Cooking Oil & Grease – Found in kitchens, restaurants, or food prep areas. While lighter in color, they can 

spread quickly across concrete.

•  Industrial Lubricants – Heavy oils used in factories or manufacturing sites. These are usually more viscous 

and may contain chemicals that complicate removal.

•  Paint Thinners & Solvents – Not technically oil, but they can leave oily residues that behave similarly.

How Oil Penetrates Concrete

Concrete is porous, which means it can absorb liquids. When oil is spilled, it travels through the surface, soaking

into the pores and sometimes traveling downwards if the concrete isn’t sealed. The oil molecules adhere to the

cement matrix, creating a bond that is difficult to break without the right cleaning agent. This absorption process

explains why oil stains can become permanent if left untreated.

Why Oil Stains Are Hard to Remove

There are several reasons oil stains resist standard cleaning methods:

•  Oil’s low surface tension allows it to spread quickly, covering more area before it dries.

•  Hydrophobic nature means oil repels water, so plain water rinses are ineffective.

•  Additives in commercial oils (silicones, detergents) can embed deeper into concrete, making them harder to 

lift.

•  Concrete’s rough texture provides many crevices where oil can hide.

Safety Precautions Before You Start

Cleaning oil from concrete can involve chemicals, heat, and heavy equipment. Prioritizing safety ensures you

protect yourself, your family, and the environment.

Wear Protective Gear

Always wear:



•  Gloves (rubber or nitrile) to protect your hands from harsh chemicals.

•  Safety goggles or glasses to shield your eyes from splashes.

•  Long sleeves and pants to prevent skin exposure.

•  Respiratory mask if you’re using strong degreasers or working in a poorly ventilated space.

Ensure Adequate Ventilation

Many cleaning agents release fumes that can be irritating or harmful. Work in a well �ventilated area, or open

windows and doors if you’re indoors. If using a pressure washer, keep the nozzle away from living spaces.

Test a Small, Hidden Area First

Before applying any cleaner to a large surface, test it on a discreet spot to ensure it does not discolor or damage

the concrete. This step is particularly important if you’re using a commercial degreaser or a homemade mixture

containing strong acids or bases.

DIY Methods to Remove Oil from Concrete

Below are several proven methods ranging from inexpensive household items to professional-grade equipment.

Choose the one that best fits your situation, budget, and the severity of the stain.

Method 1: Baking Soda & Dish Soap

This classic combination works well for light to moderate oil stains. Baking soda acts as a mild abrasive, while dish

soap breaks down the oil’s surface tension.

1.  Sprinkle a generous layer of baking soda over the stain.

2.  Apply a few drops of liquid dish soap directly onto the baking soda.

3.  Let the mixture sit for 10–15 minutes.

4.  Scrub with a stiff brush or broom, moving in a circular motion.

5.  Rinse thoroughly with clean water.

6.  Repeat if necessary until the stain fades.

Method 2: Commercial Degreasers

For stubborn or heavy-duty stains, a commercial degreaser can be more effective. Choose a product specifically

formulated for concrete and follow the manufacturer’s instructions.

1.  Apply the degreaser evenly across the stain.

2.  Let it sit for the recommended time (usually 5–15 minutes).

3.  Scrub with a stiff brush or a power brush attachment.

4.  Rinse with a hose or pressure washer.

5.  Repeat if the stain persists.

Always check the product’s safety data sheet (SDS) for handling and disposal instructions.

Method 3: Absorbent Materials & Wet Vacuum

If the oil is still wet, you can quickly absorb it before it sets:

•  Spread absorbent materials like cat litter, sawdust, or baking soda over the spill.

•  Let it sit for 30 minutes to absorb the oil.

•  Use a wet vacuum or shop vacuum to collect the saturated material.

•  Dispose of the material according to local hazardous waste guidelines.

•  Proceed with a cleaning method such as Method 1 or 2 to tackle any remaining residue.



Method 4: Pressure Washing

A pressure washer can remove surface oil quickly, especially when combined with a degreaser. Use a nozzle that

delivers 2000–3000 psi for best results.

1.  Apply a degreaser or a heavy-duty cleaning solution to the stain.

2.  Allow the solution to sit for 5–10 minutes.

3.  Use the pressure washer to rinse the area, maintaining a 12–18 inch distance from the surface.

4.  Repeat if needed.

Method 5: Eco �Friendly Alternatives

If you prefer natural cleaning agents, try these:

•  White Vinegar & Baking Soda – Mix equal parts vinegar with a small amount of baking soda to create a 

fizzing paste. Apply, let sit, scrub, and rinse.

•  Hydrogen Peroxide & Dish Soap – Dilute hydrogen peroxide (3% solution) with dish soap. Apply to the stain, 

let it sit for 15 minutes, scrub, and rinse.

•  Activated Charcoal – Place charcoal briquettes directly on the oil stain, cover with a plastic bag, and leave 

overnight. The charcoal will absorb the oil. Remove and clean with a brush and water.

•  Plant �Based Degreasers – Some commercial eco �cleaners use citrus or soy �based solvents that are effective 

and biodegradable.

Step �by �Step Guides for Different Scenarios

1. Light Kitchen Grease on a Patio

1.  Spill a small amount of dish soap over the stain.

2.  Sprinkle baking soda on top.

3.  Let it sit for 10 minutes.

4.  Scrub with a soft brush.

5.  Rinse with a hose.

6.  Repeat if necessary.

2. Heavy Motor Oil on a Garage Floor

1.  Apply a commercial degreaser that’s safe for concrete.

2.  Let it sit for 15 minutes.

3.  Scrub with a stiff brush or a power brush attachment.

4.  Rinse thoroughly with a pressure washer.

5.  Repeat until the stain fades.

6.  Apply a concrete sealer to protect the surface.

3. Large Industrial Spill

1.  Contain the spill with absorbent pads and barriers.

2.  Use a wet vacuum to remove as much liquid as possible.

3.  Apply a heavy �duty commercial degreaser.

4.  Scrub with a power brush.

5.  Rinse with a high �pressure washer.

6.  Inspect for residual oil; repeat if necessary.

7.  Seal the area after cleaning.

When to Call Professionals



While many oil stains can be tackled at home, certain situations warrant professional help:

•  Stains that cover large areas or are deeply embedded.

•  Oil stains in high �traffic industrial or commercial settings.

•  Spills involving hazardous substances or chemicals.

•  Concrete that has been damaged or weakened by prolonged exposure to oil.

Professional concrete cleaners have access to specialized equipment, industrial �grade solvents, and expertise in

assessing surface integrity. They can also advise on proper sealing and maintenance to prevent future stains.

Prevention Tips: Keep Concrete Oil �Free

Prevention is always cheaper and less stressful than cleaning. Implement these habits to reduce the risk of oil

stains:

•  Use Oil Pans and Drip Trays – Place them under appliances or machinery that may leak.

•  Seal Concrete Surfaces – Apply a penetrating sealer or a concrete paint that resists oil penetration.

•  Regular Cleaning Schedule – Wipe down spills immediately and use a mild degreaser on a weekly basis.
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