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How to Get Rid of Groundhogs: A Complete, Humane Guide

Groundhogs, also known as woodchucks or ground squirrels, are common residents of many North American

lawns, gardens, and rural landscapes. While they may seem like harmless critters, their burrowing habits, grazing,

and tendency to dig up gardens can quickly turn a peaceful yard into a nightmare for homeowners. If you’re looking

for effective, humane ways to get rid of groundhogs, this guide covers everything from prevention to removal,

ensuring you protect your property while respecting local wildlife laws.

Understanding Groundhogs: Why They Cause Problems

Groundhogs are medium-sized rodents that can grow up to 16 inches in length and weigh between 5 and 12

pounds. They spend most of their time underground in complex burrow systems that can extend up to 30 feet and

contain multiple chambers. When they surface, they often chew on garden plants, root vegetables, and ornamental

shrubs. Additionally, their burrows can undermine foundations, fence posts, and driveways, leading to costly repairs.

Key reasons homeowners want to get rid of groundhogs:

•  Crop Damage – Groundhogs feast on seedlings, tomatoes, peppers, and other tender plants.

•  Structural Damage – Their burrowing can loosen soil, weaken foundations, and cause fences to tilt.

•  Safety Hazards – Burrows near roads or walkways pose risks for vehicles and pedestrians.

•  Property Value – Visible damage can reduce curb appeal and resale value.

Before you decide on a removal strategy, it’s essential to identify whether the animal is indeed a groundhog or

another species, such as a prairie dog or a large rat, because treatment methods differ.

Step 1: Prevention – Keeping Groundhogs Out Before They Arrive

Prevention is the most cost-effective and humane way to handle groundhogs. By making your property less

attractive to them, you reduce the likelihood of an infestation.

•  Install a Fence – A 2–3 foot high fence made of hardware cloth or welded wire with a 1 �inch gap is ideal. Bury 

the bottom of the fence at least 12 inches deep and bend it outward to create a “V” shape, preventing burrow entry.

•  Seal Entry Points – Inspect foundations, crawl spaces, and utility lines for gaps. Seal openings with concrete, 

metal flashing, or high �strength sealant.

•  Crop Protection – Use row covers, netting, or plant hardier varieties that groundhogs find less appetizing.

•  Remove Debris – Clear fallen fruit, compost piles, and overgrown vegetation that can provide shelter.

•  Secure Trash – Use heavy �duty trash cans with tight lids and store them in a shed or garage.

•  Trim Shrubs – Keep shrubs at least 2–3 feet from the ground; groundhogs use them for cover.

•  Landscape with Rocks – Place large rocks or gravel beds around the yard’s perimeter to deter burrowing.

Step 2: Detecting and Monitoring Groundhogs

Early detection allows for timely intervention before damage escalates.

•  Look for Signs – Fresh soil mounds, fur on the ground, droppings, or gnawed plant stems are clear indicators.

•  Set Up Cameras – Motion �activated trail cameras help confirm the presence of a groundhog and track its 

activity patterns.



•  Check Burrow Depth – Use a long probe or a lightweight pole to gauge the depth of the burrow. A depth of 2–

3 feet often indicates an active groundhog.

Step 3: Humane Deterrents – Making Your Yard Unfriendly

If prevention alone doesn’t eliminate the problem, consider humane deterrents that discourage groundhogs without

harming them.

•  Motion �Activated Lights – Bright, flashing lights scare groundhogs during their nocturnal hours.

•  Ultrasonic Repellents – These emit high �frequency sounds that are uncomfortable for rodents but inaudible to 

humans.

•  Plant Repellents – Groundhogs dislike the scent of onions, garlic, and mint. Plant these near vulnerable areas.

•  Commercial Repellents – Products containing castor oil or predator urine can be sprayed around the yard. 

Reapply after rain.

•  Burrow Caps – Place a 2 �inch wide, 6 �inch tall metal cap over the entrance of a burrow. Seal the edges with 

concrete or backfill to prevent re �entry.

•  Root Barriers – Install underground plastic or metal barriers to protect garden beds from burrowing.

Step 4: Trapping – The Last Resort

When deterrents fail, trapping may be necessary. However, trapping must be humane, legal, and conducted

responsibly.

•  Live �Catch Traps – Humane, large �size traps allow you to relocate the animal. Ensure the trap is at least 12 

inches long to accommodate a 12 �inch groundhog.

•  Snap Traps – Not recommended for humane removal, but if used, they must be placed carefully to avoid 

injury to other wildlife.

1.  Location – Place the trap near the burrow entrance or along a known travel path.

2.  Bait – Use ripe fruit (e.g., apples, peaches), corn, or peanut butter to attract groundhogs.

3.  Check Frequently – Inspect the trap at least twice daily to minimize stress on captured animals.

•  Check Local Regulations – Many states prohibit the relocation of wildlife. Verify whether you need a permit.

•  Release Site – If permitted, release the groundhog at least 10 miles away from your property, in a natural 

habitat with ample cover.

•  Follow Up – Monitor the release area to ensure the animal adapts and does not return.

Step 5: Professional Wildlife Control Services

Hiring a licensed wildlife control professional can provide a comprehensive solution, especially for large infestations

or complex burrow systems.

•  Assessment – Professionals conduct a thorough inspection and develop a tailored removal plan.

•  Trapping and Removal – They use specialized equipment and techniques to safely capture and relocate 

groundhogs.

•  Post �Removal Maintenance – Services often include burrow sealing, fencing installation, and follow �up 

inspections.

Step 6: Legal and Ethical Considerations

Before you act, understand the legal framework governing groundhog removal in your region.

•  State and Local Laws – Some areas protect groundhogs as game or require permits for trapping.

•  Humane Treatment – The Humane Society’s guidelines emphasize non �lethal methods and proper handling of 

captured animals.



•  Insurance Implications – Property damage claims may be affected by the removal method employed.

Step 7: Maintenance – Keeping Groundhogs at Bay Long �Term

After removal or deterrence, ongoing maintenance is crucial to prevent re �infestation.

•  Regular Inspection – Check fences, foundations, and garden beds for new burrow entrances.

•  Landscape Management – Keep grass trimmed, remove debris, and maintain barriers.

•  Community Collaboration – Coordinate with neighbors to ensure a cohesive approach, reducing the likelihood 

of groundhogs moving between properties.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Poison is not recommended. It is hazardous to pets, wildlife, and humans, and it often leads to secondary

poisoning of predators that may feed on the poisoned groundhog.

Early spring and late summer are ideal because groundhogs are less active during extreme temperatures, making

trapping more effective.

While a properly installed fence can be highly effective, groundhogs can sometimes dig under or over fences if not

buried deep enough. Regular inspection is key.

Many regions require a permit for relocation. Always check local wildlife regulations before attempting to move a

groundhog.

Conclusion

Groundhogs can be a significant nuisance, but with the right mix of prevention, humane deterrents, and, if

necessary, professional intervention, you can protect your garden, structure, and peace of mind. Start by securing

your property with proper fencing and eliminating food sources. Monitor for signs, and if a groundhog has already

taken up residence, use humane traps and consider relocation—always abiding by local laws. Remember, the goal

is not just to rid your yard of groundhogs but to coexist responsibly with wildlife while safeguarding your home. With

diligent effort and respect for nature, you’ll enjoy a healthier, pest �free environment for years to come.
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