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How to Play Words with Friends: A Complete Guide for Beginners and Pros 
Alike

Words with Friends is more than just a casual word �game; it’s a social experience that lets you challenge friends,

family, or strangers from around the globe. Whether you’re new to the app or a seasoned veteran looking to

sharpen your strategy, this guide covers everything you need to know about how to play Words with Friends, from

the basics of the interface to advanced tactics that can turn the tide of a match.
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Getting Started: Setting Up Your Account

Before you can dive into the world of word battles, you must first create an account. The process is quick, and the

platform offers multiple sign �in options to suit your preference.

1.  Download the Words with Friends app from the Apple App Store or Google Play Store.

2.  Open the app and tap Sign Up or Log In if you already have an account.

3.  Choose a sign �in method: you can use Facebook, Google, Apple ID, or a unique email address and password.

4.  Complete the profile setup by adding a display name and a profile picture. A friendly avatar helps your 

opponents identify you at a glance.

5.  Once logged in, you’ll be greeted with a dashboard that shows your current games, friends list, and a 

leaderboard.

After account creation, you can start a new game by selecting Playand inviting a friend or choosing a random

opponent. The game will then generate a virtual board, and you’re ready to play.

Gameplay Basics

Words with Friends follows a turn �based structure similar to the classic board game Scrabble. Each player draws

seven letter tiles and takes turns placing words on a 15×15 grid. The goal is to create valid English words that earn

you points based on letter values and board multipliers.

Turn Sequence

•  Draw Phase: At the start of the game, each player receives seven tiles from the tile pool.

•  Placement Phase: Players take turns placing words on the board. The first word must cover the center star.



•  Scoring Phase: After placing a word, the player’s score is calculated and added to their total.

•  Draw Phase (again): The player who just played draws tiles to refill their hand back to seven.

•  Repeat until the tile pool is empty and no player can make a valid move.

Common Rules & Terminology

•  Valid Words: Must be found in the official Words with Friends dictionary. Slang, abbreviations, and proper 

nouns are usually disallowed.

•  Crosswords: Every new word must connect to at least one existing tile on the board.

•  Tile Exchange: Instead of playing a word, you can exchange up to seven tiles. This costs a turn.

•  Skip: You may skip your turn if you cannot form a valid word. The opponent then takes another turn.

•  Endgame: The game ends when the tile bag is empty and a player cannot play any more words.

Building Words: Tips & Tricks

Knowing how to construct high �scoring words is essential. Here are actionable steps that help you build strong

words and improve your vocabulary.

1. Master the Letter Values

Each letter carries a point value. The most common letters (A, E, I, O, U, L, N, S, T, R) are worth 1 point, while less

common letters (J, Q, X, Z) can earn you 8 to 10 points. Keeping track of these values allows you to plan for

high �scoring plays.

2. Use Prefixes & Suffixes

Adding a prefix or suffix to a base word can create new words and multiply your score. For instance, adding “UN” to

“RICH” forms “UNRICH,” which may unlock a double word score if placed correctly.

3. Look for Two �Letter Words

Two �letter words (e.g., “QI,” “ZA,” “OX,” “WE”) are valuable because they can be played on a wide range of board

positions, often enabling you to use high �value tiles on premium squares.

4. Plan for Board Multipliers

Words that cover double or triple word squares can skyrocket your score. Place a high �value letter on a triple letter

square and align the rest of the word to a triple word square for maximum effect.

5. Keep an Eye on Opponent’s Tiles

By observing which tiles your opponent uses, you can anticipate the letters they’ll have left. This knowledge helps

you avoid setting up opportunities for them to use premium squares.

Scoring Strategies

Scoring in Words with Friends is not just about forming long words; it’s about making the most of each tile and

board position. Below are advanced scoring tactics.

1. Double & Triple Word Squares

The board contains 16 double word squares and 8 triple word squares. Aim to place your highest �value letter on a

triple letter square while your word spans a triple word square. The resulting score can be 3–4 times higher than a

normal placement.

2. Boggle �Style Play



When you have a cluster of high �value letters, try to build a word that uses them all. For instance, if you have J, Q,

and X, you might create “JAX” or “QUX.” These rare letters can bring in 10–12 points in a single move.

3. Overlap & Crosswords

Placing a word that creates multiple new words in one turn (crosswords) can multiply your points. Each new word

formed counts toward your score, so a single move can yield dozens of points.

4. Save Premium Tiles for the Endgame

During the final turns, the board is crowded, and premium squares may be blocked. Save your high �value tiles for

the endgame when you can use them on the remaining premium squares, potentially scoring a “double or triple”

finish.

5. Use the “Tile Exchange” Wisely

If your hand is full of low �value or unusable tiles, consider exchanging them. This costs a turn, but a fresh set of tiles

can open up new possibilities and reduce the risk of a low score.

Special Tiles & Multipliers

The Words with Friends board features several special squares that can drastically alter the outcome of a game.

Understanding their function is key to mastering the game.

Double Letter (DL) & Triple Letter (TL)

These squares multiply the value of a single letter by two or three. Placing a high �value letter on a TL can add 10–

30 points instantly.

Double Word (DW) & Triple Word (TW)

These squares multiply the entire word score by two or three. A word that covers a TW can turn a 20 �point play into

60 points.

Premium Tiles & Board Layout

The board’s layout is symmetrical, with premium squares positioned strategically. The center star is a double word

square, making the first move crucial. As the game progresses, players aim to secure these premium squares for

future turns.

Advanced Tactics & Psychological Play

Beyond the basic rules and scoring, Words with Friends offers a psychological dimension. Here are tactics that can

give you an edge.

1. Bluffing with Tile Exchanges

When you suspect your opponent has a specific set of tiles, you can force them to exchange by playing a short

word that blocks their high �value squares. This can disrupt their strategy and force them into a less favorable

position.

2. Locking Down Premium Squares

If you spot a double or triple word square that’s about to be used by your opponent, you can play a word that covers

it, preventing them from using it later. This “locking” strategy is especially effective in the mid �game.

3. Timing the Final Move



When you’re close to finishing the game, consider playing a word that forces your opponent to skip or exchange.

This can allow you to secure the final premium square with a high �value tile.

4. Maintaining a Balanced Hand

Keep a mix of vowels and consonants. A hand with too many consonants limits your options, while a hand full of

vowels can make it hard to form words. A balanced hand ensures you can adapt to any board state.

The Community Aspect

Words with Friends is not just a game; it’s a social platform. Here’s how to leverage the community features for a

richer experience.

1. Friend Lists & Invitations

Invite friends or add them to your friend list. Playing with known players creates a friendly competition and

encourages frequent play.

2. Chat & Emojis

Use the in �game chat to communicate with opponents. Emojis and GIFs add personality to the conversation, making

matches more engaging.

3. Leaderboards & Rankings

Track your progress on the global leaderboard. Rankings are based on your win �loss record, average score, and

overall points. Aim to climb the leaderboard by consistently playing high �scoring games.

4. In �Game Events & Challenges

Occasionally, Words with Friends hosts special events that offer bonus points or unique tiles. Keep an eye on

notifications to take advantage of these limited �time opportunities.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the difference between Words with Friends 2 and the original?

Words with Friends 2 introduces a new board layout, updated tile distribution, and additional features like the

“Boggle” mode. However, the core gameplay remains the same.

Can I play offline against the computer?

Yes, you can play against the AI by selecting “Play vs. Computer” in the game menu. The AI’s difficulty level can be

adjusted to match your skill level.

How do I reset my game or start a new match?

From the main menu, tap Play, then New Game. You can choose to play against a friend or a random opponent.

What should I do if I encounter a bug or glitch?

Report the issue through the app’s support section. Provide a screenshot and a brief description for faster

resolution.

Is there a limit to how many games I can play in a day?

No, you can play as many games as you wish. However, the app may limit the number of concurrent games to

ensure server stability.



Conclusion: Mastering Words with Friends

Learning how to play Words with Friends is an exciting journey that blends vocabulary building, strategic thinking,

and social interaction. By mastering the fundamentals, employing advanced scoring tactics, and engaging with the

vibrant community, you’ll not only improve your game but also enjoy countless hours of word �play fun. So, sharpen

your mind, download the app, and start challenging friends today. Happy word �craft
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