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Introduction

When you’re hunting for a reliable, off �road capable SUV that still feels modern, the 1998 Toyota 4Runner often tops

the list. Known for its ruggedness, spacious interior, and solid performance, this model has earned a reputation as

a dependable workhorse and family vehicle alike. But before you make a purchase, it’s essential to know the

vehicle’s true worth. Enter the Kelley Blue Book (KBB) – a trusted resource for accurate vehicle valuations. In this

guide, we’ll walk you through how to use KBB to evaluate a 1998 Toyota 4Runner, what factors influence its price,

and how to get the best deal whether you’re buying or selling.

Why the 1998 Toyota 4Runner Still Matters

The 1998 4Runner is part of the second generation of this iconic SUV, offering a blend of off �road capability and

everyday practicality. Its body �on �chassis design, robust V6 engine, and four �wheel �drive options made it a favorite

among outdoor enthusiasts. Even today, the 1998 model is prized for its durability and low maintenance costs.

Understanding its market value is critical, and KBB provides a reliable baseline for comparison.

Overview of 1998 4Runner Models

The 1998 model year came in several trim levels, each with distinct features that affect value:

•  Base (Sport) – The entry �level trim with basic amenities.

•  Limited – Adds leather seats, power windows, and a more refined interior.

•  LE – Mid �range trim with additional comfort features.

•  TRD Off �Road – Equipped with off �road suspension, skid plates, and enhanced traction.

Each trim level’s price point can vary significantly, and KBB reflects these differences in its valuation tables.

Kelley Blue Book 1998 Toyota 4Runner Value Guide

KBB offers three primary price estimates for used vehicles: the Trade �In Value, the Private �Party Value, and the 

Dealer Retail Value. For a 1998 4Runner, these ranges typically fall between $3,000 and $6,000, depending on

condition, mileage, and trim. Knowing which estimate suits your needs—whether you’re selling or buying—helps

set realistic expectations.

Trade �In Value

This figure represents what a dealership might offer you if you trade in the vehicle. It’s usually the lowest estimate

because dealers factor in reconditioning costs.

Private �Party Value

The private �party value is what you can expect to pay or receive when buying or selling directly to another individual.

It’s often higher than the trade �in value but lower than the dealer retail price.

Dealer Retail Value

Dealer retail value is the price a dealer would list the car for sale. It includes dealer profit margins and any



additional warranties or services.

How to Use KBB to Determine Your 1998 4Runner’s Worth

Using Kelley Blue Book is straightforward. Follow these steps to generate an accurate estimate:

1.  Visit the KBB website and select “Used Cars.”

2.  Enter the vehicle’s year, make, and model (1998 Toyota 4Runner).

3.  Choose the trim level (e.g., Limited, Sport).

4.  Input the mileage, condition (Excellent, Good, Fair, Poor), and any additional features.

5.  Submit the information and review the resulting values.

Always double �check your inputs, as a single typo—like an extra digit in mileage—can skew the estimate.

Factors That Influence 1998 4Runner Value

Several variables can affect a 1998 4Runner’s price. Understanding these factors helps you negotiate more

effectively:

•  Condition – Interior wear, exterior paint, and mechanical health.

•  Mileage – Lower mileage generally translates to higher value.

•  Trim Level – Higher trims with luxury features fetch better prices.

•  Location – Regional demand for off �road vehicles can shift prices.

•  Market Trends – Seasonal demand and supply shortages influence valuations.

•  Ownership History – A clean title and few previous owners add value.

Condition Breakdown

When KBB asks for condition, consider both interior and exterior. A car that’s “Excellent” has no scratches, dents,

or mechanical issues. “Good” may have minor cosmetic flaws but runs smoothly. “Fair” or “Poor” indicates more

significant problems that could lower the estimate.

Mileage Impact

Typical 1998 4Runners have average mileage between 80,000 and 120,000 miles. A vehicle with 60,000 miles may

command a premium, while one exceeding 150,000 miles might see a discount.

Getting an Accurate KBB Estimate

Precision matters. Here are tips to ensure your KBB estimate reflects reality:

•  Use Exact Trim Codes – Check the VIN to confirm the exact trim.

•  Provide Accurate Mileage – Double �check the odometer reading.

•  Include Optional Features – Features like navigation, premium audio, or upgraded suspension can bump the 

value.

•  Update the Vehicle’s Condition – If you’ve recently repaired or upgraded, update the condition accordingly.

Remember, KBB’s estimates are averages. Use them as a starting point, not a final verdict.

Comparing KBB to Other Valuation Sites

While Kelley Blue Book is widely respected, it’s wise to cross �reference with other platforms:

•  Edmunds – Offers similar valuation tools with a slightly different methodology.



•  NADA Guides – Known for dealer pricing and trade �in values.

•  Autotrader – Provides market �based pricing and active listings.

By comparing multiple sources, you can spot discrepancies and gain a fuller picture of the market.

Using KBB for Buying and Selling

Whether you’re a buyer or a seller, KBB can help you negotiate effectively:

As a Buyer

When inspecting a used 1998 4Runner, run the KBB estimate using the seller’s mileage and condition. If the asking

price is significantly higher than KBB’s private �party value, you have room to negotiate or walk away.

As a Seller

Set an asking price slightly above the KBB private �party estimate. This gives you a buffer for negotiations while still

remaining competitive.

Common Misconceptions About KBB

Here are some myths that often confuse buyers and sellers:

•  “KBB always gives the exact price.” – KBB provides a range, not a fixed price.

•  “Only mileage matters.” – Condition, trim, and market demand are equally important.

•  “KBB is the only source.” – Cross �checking with other guides yields a more accurate valuation.

Tips for Negotiating the Best Price

Negotiation is an art. Use KBB data to strengthen your position:

•  Show the KBB estimate – Present the private �party value as evidence.

•  Highlight Vehicle History – A clean title and service records increase trust.

•  Discuss Market Conditions – If demand is low, use that to justify a lower offer.

•  Offer Cash or Quick Payment – Sellers may accept a lower price for a fast transaction.

Maintenance & Ownership Costs for 1998 4Runner

One of the 4Runner’s strengths is its low operating cost. Here’s a quick breakdown:

•  Oil Changes – Every 3,000–5,000 miles; $30–$50 per service.

•  Brake Pads – Replace every 30,000–50,000 miles; $200–$400 total.

•  Tires – 4Runner tires last 60,000–80,000 miles; $500–$800 per set.

•  Transmission Fluid – Every 60,000–90,000 miles; $150–$250.

•  Miscellaneous Repairs – Engine, suspension, or electrical issues can vary widely.

Regular maintenance extends the vehicle’s lifespan and preserves value.

Where to Buy a 1998 4Runner

Finding the right seller can save you time and money:

•  Dealerships – Often offer warranties and certified pre �owned programs.

•  Private Sellers – Usually cheaper but require thorough inspection.

•  Online Marketplaces – Autotrader, Cars.com, and Craigslist provide extensive listings.



•  Auctions – Can yield bargains, but risk higher hidden costs.

Always request a vehicle history report (Carfax or AutoCheck) before finalizing a purchase.

Financing Options for 1998 4Runner

Financing a used vehicle can be straightforward if you know your options:

•  Bank Loans – Traditional financing with competitive rates.

•  Credit Unions – Often offer lower interest rates for members.

•  Dealership Financing – Convenient but may have higher rates.

•  Lease Buyout – If you’re buying a leased vehicle, a lease buyout may be an option.

Check your credit score and shop around for the best terms.

Resale Value Over Time

The 1998 4Runner’s resale value is influenced by its robust reputation. Historically, it retains 40–50% of its original

value after 10 years, which is higher than many contemporaries. Proper care and documentation can help preserve

this value.

Future Outlook for 1998 4Runner

As the automotive market shifts toward electrification, classic internal combustion SUVs like the 1998 4Runner may

become niche collectibles. Their mechanical simplicity and proven reliability will likely keep them desirable to

off �road enthusiasts and collectors.

Frequently Asked Questions

Q: Can I get a better price than the KBB estimate?

A: Yes, if the vehicle has unique features, low mileage, or has been recently upgraded. However, always verify with

comparable listings.

Q: What is the best trim for off �road use?

A: The TRD Off �Road trim offers enhanced suspension, skid
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