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Introduction

Landscape design is an intricate blend of art, science, and environmental stewardship. At the heart of every 

successful project lies a deep understanding of the plants that will inhabit the space. Whether you’re a seasoned 

landscape architect, a horticulture student, or an enthusiastic homeowner looking to transform your yard, having a 

reliable reference guide is essential. The Manual of Woody Landscape Plants 6th Editionserves as a definitive

resource, offering detailed information on thousands of woody species—from towering trees to charming shrubs—

alongside practical guidance on selection, planting, and care. In this article, we’ll explore the evolution of this

landmark publication, its key features, and how it can elevate your landscape projects.

About the Manual

History and Editions

First published in 1965, the Manual of Woody Landscape Plantsquickly became a staple in the horticultural

community. Its comprehensive coverage of trees, shrubs, and woody vines, combined with user-friendly

illustrations, set a new standard for plant reference books. Over the decades, the manual has undergone several

revisions, each incorporating the latest research, expanded species lists, and updated cultivation guidelines. The

sixth edition, released in 2021, reflects the culmination of nearly half a century of botanical scholarship.

Author and Editorial Team

The sixth edition was compiled by a team of leading experts in arboriculture, plant taxonomy, and landscape

design. The primary editor, Dr. Emily R. Hart, is a professor of horticulture at the University of California, Davis, and

has authored numerous peer-reviewed articles on woody plant ecology. Supporting contributors include renowned

arborists, regional plant specialists, and illustrators who bring the manual’s extensive plant profiles to life.

What Makes the 6th Edition Stand Out

Updated Plant Profiles

With the rapid expansion of ornamental plant breeding and the introduction of new cultivars, the sixth edition

features over 12,000 plant entries—an increase of more than 20% compared to the fifth edition. Each profile

includes:

•  Scientific and common names

•  Family and genus classification

•  Growth habit and size range

•  Soil and light requirements

•  Water and fertilization needs

•  Hardiness zones

•  Pest and disease susceptibilities

•  Ecological benefits

New Design and User Interface



The sixth edition introduces a streamlined layout that enhances readability. Key design improvements include:

•  Color-coded sections by plant type (trees, shrubs, vines)

•  High-resolution photographs and botanical illustrations

•  Consistent formatting for easy comparison across species

•  Interactive index with cross-references and “see also” prompts

Expanded Regional Coverage

Recognizing the diversity of climates across North America, the manual now includes region-specific appendices

that highlight plant suitability for various ecological zones. These appendices provide tailored planting

recommendations, pruning schedules, and maintenance tips that account for local soil conditions, precipitation

patterns, and native wildlife.

How to Use the Manual Effectively

Digital vs. Print

While the print edition remains a treasured reference for many professionals, the digital version offers additional

functionalities:

•  Full-text search capabilities

•  Interactive plant profiles with clickable links to external resources

•  PDF annotations for personalized notes

•  Regular updates via software patches

Choosing between formats depends on your workflow. On-site designers may prefer the tactile feel of a hardcover

book, whereas researchers and students often benefit from the search speed of the digital version.

Index and Search Features

The manual’s index is meticulously organized. Users can search by scientific name, common name, or even by

plant characteristics such as “evergreen” or “drought-tolerant.” Additionally, the digital edition allows keyword

filtering, enabling you to narrow down results to a specific region or plant family.

Cross-Referencing

One of the manual’s strengths is its cross-referencing system. When a plant shares a common feature with another

—such as similar leaf shape or pest susceptibility—a “see also” note guides the reader to related entries. This

feature is invaluable when comparing plant options for a particular design challenge.

Key Topics Covered

Plant Selection Criteria

Choosing the right plant involves evaluating:

•  Site conditions (soil type, slope, light exposure)

•  Desired aesthetic (color, texture, form)

•  Functional requirements (shade, windbreak, privacy)

•  Maintenance commitments (pruning, watering, fertilization)

•  Environmental impact (native status, wildlife support)

Soil and Site Analysis

The manual provides detailed guidance on conducting soil tests, interpreting results, and amending soils to meet



the specific needs of woody species. It also covers site analysis techniques, including topography mapping,

drainage assessment, and microclimate evaluation.

Planting Techniques

From hole size calculations to proper backfill methods, the manual outlines best practices for planting trees and

shrubs. It also offers troubleshooting advice for common issues such as poor root establishment and transplant

shock.

Maintenance and Care

Long-term plant health depends on a structured care plan. The manual includes:

•  Pruning schedules and methods

•  Mulching recommendations

•  Watering regimes tailored to species and climate

•  Fertilization timelines and formulations

Pest and Disease Management

With integrated pest management (IPM) principles, the manual details early detection, monitoring, and control

strategies for a wide range of pests and diseases. It emphasizes environmentally responsible practices, such as

biological controls and resistant cultivars.

Sustainable Practices

Recognizing the growing demand for eco-friendly landscaping, the manual incorporates sections on:

•  Water-efficient planting schemes

•  Use of native and adaptive species

•  Compost and organic soil amendments

•  Carbon sequestration benefits of woody plants

Target Audience

Landscape Architects

Architects rely on the manual for technical data that informs design decisions, such as species suitability, growth

projections, and maintenance implications.

Horticulturists

Horticulturists benefit from the manual’s detailed cultivation guidelines and research-backed recommendations.

Students

Academic programs in landscape architecture, arboriculture, and environmental science use the manual as a

foundational text for coursework and field studies.

Garden Enthusiasts

Homeowners and community gardeners find the manual useful for selecting plants that thrive in their local

conditions and for learning best practices in plant care.

How the Manual Supports Landscape Design

Plant Pairing and Color Schemes

By grouping plants based on color palettes and growth habits, the manual assists designers in creating harmonious



visual compositions. It includes color charts and seasonal bloom timelines to guide planting sequences.

Seasonal Interest

Each plant profile highlights key seasonal attributes—such as spring foliage, summer bloom, autumn color, and

winter structure—enabling designers to craft year-round interest.

Ecological Benefits

The manual documents wildlife value, including nectar sources, nesting sites, and habitat suitability. This

information supports biodiversity-friendly design strategies.

Climate Adaptation

With climate change affecting temperature and precipitation patterns, the manual offers guidance on selecting

climate-resilient species. It includes data on drought tolerance, heat resistance, and flood tolerance.

Practical Tips from the Manual

Choosing the Right Tree for Your Site

Consider the following steps:

1.  Measure the available canopy space.

2.  Assess soil depth and compaction.

3.  Identify the dominant light conditions.

4.  Consult the manual’s “site suitability” tables.

5.  Select a species that matches both the physical constraints and the design intent.

Managing Growth and Pruning

Proper pruning maintains structural integrity and encourages healthy growth. The manual outlines:

•  Pruning windows for different species.

•  Correct cutting techniques to avoid wounds.

•  Long-term growth projections to plan pruning schedules.

Water Management

Watering protocols vary by species, age, and climate. The manual recommends:

•  Deep, infrequent watering for established trees.

•  Frequent, shallow watering for young seedlings.

•  Use of drip irrigation systems for water efficiency.

Where to Find the Manual

Purchase Options

The manual is available through major book retailers, both in print and as a digital eBook. Bulk discounts are

offered for institutional purchases.

Library Access

Many university and public libraries carry the latest edition. Check your local library’s catalog or request an

interlibrary loan.

Online Resources



In addition to the printed book, the publisher provides a companion website featuring downloadable PDFs,

interactive plant profiles, and a forum for user discussion.

Frequently Asked Questions

How often is it updated?

The publisher releases a new edition approximately every 5–7 years to incorporate scientific advancements and

new cultivars.

Are there digital versions?

Yes. The digital edition supports full-text search, annotations, and regular updates.

Is it suitable for beginners?

Absolutely. While it contains advanced technical details, the manual’s clear layout and explanatory notes make it

accessible to novices.

Conclusion

The Manual of Woody Landscape Plants 6th Editionremains an indispensable resource for anyone involved in

landscape planning, planting, and maintenance. Its exhaustive plant database, combined with practical guidance

and ecological insights, empowers users to make informed decisions that enhance beauty, functionality, and

sustainability. Whether you’re drafting a master plan for a public park or selecting the perfect shrub for a backyard

oasis, this manual offers the knowledge and confidence to create landscapes that thrive for generations.
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