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Introduction

In the world of mathematics, symbols act as the shorthand language that allows complex ideas to be expressed 

concisely and universally. Among these symbols, the mathematical symbol for such thatholds a special place,

bridging the gap between verbal description and formal notation. Whether you’re drafting a research paper,

preparing lecture notes, or simply exploring the elegance of set theory, understanding how to use and type this

symbol correctly is essential. This article delves deep into the history, usage, and practical aspects of the “such

that” symbol, offering you a comprehensive guide that blends theory with real �world application.

What Is the “Such That” Symbol?

The “such that” symbol, commonly rendered as a colon (:) or a vertical bar (|), is a shorthand way of introducing a 

condition or property that elements of a set must satisfy. In set-builder notation, you might see something like { x "� !� : 

x² < 4 } or { n "� !� | n is even }. In both cases, the symbol acts as a separator between the variable and the defining

condition.

Colon vs. Vertical Bar

While both symbols serve the same basic function, the colon is more prevalent in set-builder notation, whereas the

vertical bar often appears in logic and predicate statements. The choice between them is largely a matter of style or

convention within a particular mathematical community or publication.

Historical Background

The use of the colon and vertical bar to denote “such that” dates back to the 19th century. Early set theorists like

Georg Cantor and Giuseppe Peano began formalizing set notation, and the colon was adopted to separate the

variable from its defining property. Over time, the vertical bar gained popularity in logic, especially with the rise of

predicate calculus. Today, both symbols coexist, and many modern texts allow either, provided the meaning

remains clear.

Formal Definition and Usage

In formal mathematics, the “such that” symbol can be defined as a delimiter that introduces a property or condition.

It is not a mathematical operation in the same sense as addition or multiplication but functions as a syntactic tool.

Its formal role is to partition a statement into two logical parts:

1.  Antecedent – the variable or expression being defined.

2.  Consequent – the condition that the variable must satisfy.

When combined, the statement reads as: “All elements x such that condition P(x) holds.” This concise

representation is powerful, allowing mathematicians to express complex sets and relations in a single line.

Common Variants and Notation

While the colon and vertical bar are the most common, other variations appear in specialized contexts:



•  Comma ( , ) – occasionally used in older texts to separate the variable from its property, though less common 

today.

•  Equals sign with a colon ( =: ) – seen in some functional analysis contexts to denote “is defined as.”

•  Greek letter theta (;‚’	b�–â�6W tain probability theory contexts, the symbol ;‚�Ö�y be used to indicate “such that” in 

parameter spaces.

Understanding these variants ensures you can read and write mathematical documents across different disciplines.

How to Type “Such That” Symbol in Different Platforms

Typing the “such that” symbol correctly is vital for clarity, especially when publishing online or sharing documents.

Below is a comprehensive guide for various platforms.

LaTeX

LaTeX is the standard typesetting system for mathematics. To insert the colon or vertical bar, simply type them

directly in math mode:

\[

\{ x \in \mathbb{R} : x^2 

For the vertical bar, you can use | or the \mid command for better spacing:

\[

\{ n \in \mathbb{N} \mid n \text{ is even} \}

\]

Unicode

Unicode provides two relevant code points:

•  U+003A – the colon (:)

•  U+007C – the vertical bar (|)

These characters are available on all modern keyboards and can be inserted directly or via copy �paste.

HTML

In HTML, the colon is plain text, while the vertical bar can be represented as | or using the character reference 

&#124;. Example:

&lt;p&gt;Set: &lt;span&gt;{ x "� !� : x² &lt; 4 }&lt;/span&gt;&lt;/p&gt;

Microsoft Word

In Word, you can type the colon directly. For the vertical bar, press Shift + \ (backslash) to get the pipe symbol. For 

more advanced typesetting, use the Equation Editor (Insert !’ Equation) and type colon or vertical bar as needed.

Google Docs

Google Docs supports the colon directly. For the vertical bar, use Shift + \. If you’re writing a mathematical formula, 

activate the Equation Editor via Insert !’ Equation and type \colon or \mid.



MathML

MathML is the XML format for mathematical markup. The colon can be represented by a simple text node, while the 

vertical bar can be encoded using the &lt;mo&gt; element:

&lt;math&gt;

  &lt;mrow&gt;

    &lt;mo&gt;{&lt;/mo&gt;

    &lt;mi&gt;x&lt;/mi&gt;

    &lt;mo&gt;"�&lt;/mo&gt;

    &lt;mi&gt;!�&lt;/mi&gt;

    &lt;mo&gt;: &lt;/mo&gt;

    &lt;msup&gt;&lt;mi&gt;x&lt;/mi&gt;&lt;mn&gt;2&lt;/mn&gt;&lt;/msup&gt;

    &lt;mo&gt;&lt;less&gt;&lt;/mo&gt;

    &lt;mn&gt;4&lt;/mn&gt;

    &lt;mo&gt;}&lt;/mo&gt;

  &lt;/mrow&gt;

&lt;/math&gt;

Markdown

In Markdown, you can simply type the colon or vertical bar within inline or block math delimiters (e.g., $...$ or $$...$

$ if using MathJax). Example:

$$\{ x \in \mathbb{R} : x^2 

Common Contexts Where “Such That” Appears

The “such that” symbol permeates many branches of mathematics. Below are the most frequently encountered

contexts.

Set Builder Notation

Perhaps the most iconic use case: defining a set by listing its elements and the condition they satisfy.

{ x "� !� : x² &lt; 4 }

Here, the colon introduces the property x² &lt; 4, indicating all real numbers whose square is less than four.

Predicate Logic

In logic, the vertical bar separates the variable from the predicate.

{ n "� !� | n is even }

This denotes the set of all natural numbers that are even.

Functional Notation

When defining functions, the “such that” symbol can appear in the function’s domain specification:

f : !� !’ !�, f(x) = x²



Here, the colon introduces the function mapping from !� to !�.

Summation and Product Notation

In summations, the vertical bar separates the index variable from the summation condition.

"�_{k=1}^{n} a_k  \quad \text{(no condition)}

When a condition is needed:

"�_{k=1}^{n} a_k \mid k \text{ is prime}

Constraints in Optimization

In linear programming and other optimization problems, constraints are often written using the vertical bar.

{ x "� !� • | Ax "d b }

Alternatives and Related Symbols

While the colon and vertical bar are standard, other symbols sometimes replace or complement them:

•  Double vertical bar (||) – used in some contexts to denote “such that” in functional spaces or norms.

•  Arrow (!’) – in functional analysis, the arrow can separate domain and codomain.

•  Angle brackets ('è, 'é) – occasionally used in inner product spaces, though not directly related to “such that.”

Recognizing these variations helps prevent misinterpretation when reading diverse mathematical literature.

Common Mistakes and How to Avoid Them

1.  Using the wrong delimiter – In some contexts, substituting a comma for the colon can cause confusion, 

especially in set notation.

2.  Inconsistent spacing – Proper spacing around the symbol is crucial. For example, {x "� !� : x² &lt; 4} is clearer 

than {x"�!�:x².

3.  Mixing notations – Avoid switching between colon and vertical bar within the same document without a clear 

reason.

4.  Neglecting Unicode compatibility – When sharing documents electronically, ensure that the chosen symbol is 

universally supported.

5.  Omitting the variable’s domain – Always specify the domain (e.g., x "� !�) to avoid ambiguity.

Adhering to these guidelines will improve readability and reduce errors in your mathematical writing.

Tips for Using “Such That” in Academic Writing

1. Consistency: Pick one delimiter (colon or vertical bar) and stick with it throughout a paper.
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