
GENERAL

my side of the mountain jean craighead george
Published: September 3, 2026  |  Index ID: #-

My Side of the Mountain: Jean Craighead George’s Enduring Legacy in 
Children’s Literature

When you think of a story that combines the raw beauty of the wilderness, the resilience of a young protagonist, 

and the quiet power of an author who championed conservation, the phrase “my side of the mountain jean 

craighead george”immediately comes to mind. This iconic line isn’t just a line from a book; it’s a gateway into a

world where the forest is both playground and teacher. In this article, we’ll dive deep into the novel that introduced

millions of readers to the rugged terrain of the Adirondacks, explore the life of the author behind the pages, and

discuss why the tale still resonates with today’s eco-conscious generation.

About Jean Craighead George: The Woman Behind the Wilderness

Jean Craighead George was born in 1926 in a small town in Maine. From an early age, she found solace in the

woods, often venturing into the forests to observe birds, mammals, and the intricate dance of ecosystems. Her

fascination with nature eventually led her to a career that blended science, journalism, and storytelling.

She earned a degree in zoology and spent years as a field researcher, traveling across North America to document

wildlife. These experiences would later become the backbone of her literary works. George’s writing style is marked

by meticulous research, vivid descriptions, and a deep respect for the natural world.

Her most celebrated novel, My Side of the Mountain, first published in 1965, became a cornerstone of children’s

literature, earning her the Newbery Medal in 1966. It’s a story that transcends age, inviting readers of all

backgrounds to witness the wonder of the wild.

Plot Overview: A Journey from City to Summit

The narrative follows 12 �year �old Larry, who, after a series of family hardships, finds himself living in a small, isolated

cabin in the Adirondack Mountains. Larry’s mother, a single parent, decides to move the family into a modest

dwelling that offers both safety and a connection to nature.

From the moment Larry steps onto the rugged terrain, he realizes that the wilderness is not just a backdrop but an

active participant in his life. He befriends a deer named Moose, learns to fish in a crystal �clear stream, and

discovers that survival in the forest requires patience, observation, and a willingness to adapt.

Throughout the story, Larry’s relationship with the environment evolves from mere survival to a profound bond. He

learns to read the signs of the forest, respects the rhythms of wildlife, and ultimately, finds his own voice amid the

towering pines and the whispering wind.

Key Themes and Motifs

1. Connection to Nature

One of the central themes of My Side of the Mountainis the intimate relationship between humans and the natural

world. Larry’s journey illustrates how immersion in nature can foster empathy, responsibility, and self �discovery.



2. Self �Reliance and Growth

Throughout the novel, Larry’s challenges force him to become self �reliant. From building shelter to catching fish,

each task teaches him resilience and the importance of perseverance.

3. Conservation and Stewardship

Jean Craighead George was a pioneer in environmental advocacy. In the book, Larry learns that the forest is a

living entity that requires protection. He becomes an early advocate for conservation, a message that remains

relevant in today’s climate �conscious society.

4. The Duality of Wilderness

The mountain is portrayed as both a sanctuary and a harsh environment. While it offers freedom and adventure, it

also poses dangers that test Larry’s courage and ingenuity.

Character Analysis: The Heart of the Story

•  Larry: A relatable protagonist whose growth mirrors the reader’s own journey into adulthood. His curiosity and 

determination make him a natural hero for young readers.

•  Moose: The deer who becomes Larry’s companion. Moose’s presence symbolizes the gentle, protective side 

of nature.

•  Mr. and Mrs. Wills: Larry’s parents, who provide emotional support and practical guidance. Their decision to 

move to the mountains is pivotal.

•  The Forest: Personified as a character that teaches, challenges, and rewards Larry in equal measure.

Literary Significance: Why the Book Endures

Jean Craighead George’s novel broke new ground by blending adventure with ecological education. The book’s

success can be attributed to several factors:

1.  Authentic Depiction of the Adirondacks: George’s background in wildlife research ensured that the setting 

was portrayed with scientific accuracy.

2.  Accessible Writing Style: The narrative is straightforward, making it suitable for middle �grade readers while 

still appealing to adults.

3.  Educational Value: Teachers have incorporated the story into curricula to discuss environmental science, 

geography, and ethics.

4.  Universal Themes: Themes of independence, respect for nature, and resilience transcend time and cultural 

boundaries.

Impact on Environmental Education

Since its publication, My Side of the Mountainhas been a staple in environmental education programs worldwide.

The book’s influence can be seen in several ways:

•  Curriculum Integration: Many schools use the novel to introduce students to concepts such as ecosystems, 

wildlife behavior, and conservation strategies.

•  Field Trips: Educational trips to national parks and nature reserves often reference scenes from the book, 

encouraging experiential learning.

•  Literary Discussions: The novel sparks conversations about human responsibility towards the planet, a core 

component of environmental literacy.

•  Inspiring Future Conservationists: A generation of environmentalists cites the book as a formative influence in 



their decision to pursue careers in science and advocacy.

Why the Story Still Matters Today

In an era of rapid technological advancement and environmental crisis, the lessons from My Side of the Mountain

are more relevant than ever. The narrative reminds us that:

•  Nature is a teacher, not just a backdrop.

•  Every individual’s actions can impact the environment.

•  Resilience and adaptability are essential skills for facing future challenges.

•  We must cultivate a lifelong love for the natural world.

By reading the novel, modern readers can reconnect with the raw beauty of the wilderness and recognize the

urgent need to protect it.

Reading Recommendations: Complementary Books and Resources

For those who loved My Side of the Mountain, the following titles offer similar themes of adventure, nature, and

personal growth:

•  “The Cat Who Went to Heaven” by Jean Craighead George – a tale that explores the intersection of faith and 

nature.

•  “Where the Mountain Meets the Moon” by Grace Lin – a magical journey that blends folklore with 

environmental consciousness.

•  “The Wild Robot” by Peter Brown – a story about a robot learning to survive in the wilderness, highlighting 

technology’s role in nature.

•  “The Secret Life of Trees” by Peter Wohlleben – a nonfiction read that offers deeper insight into forest 

ecosystems.

Conclusion: A Timeless Journey Up the Mountain

Jean Craighead George’s My Side of the Mountain remains a timeless masterpiece that continues to inspire 

readers to explore the outdoors, respect wildlife, and develop a personal connection with the environment. The 

phrase “my side of the mountain jean craighead george”encapsulates not just a book, but a philosophy that

encourages us to view nature as a living, breathing entity that deserves our care and curiosity.

Whether you’re a seasoned environmentalist, a teacher seeking engaging educational material, or simply a lover of

adventure stories, this novel offers a compelling invitation to step off the beaten path and discover your own side of

the mountain.
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