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Understanding the NWEA RIT Scores by Grade Level Chart 2021

Every school district, teacher, and parent who cares about student progress has a question that keeps popping up: 

“How do my students’ scores compare to national expectations?” In the world of educational assessment, the 

NWEA RIT score by grade level chart 2021has become a cornerstone for answering that question. This chart

provides a clear, data �driven snapshot of how students perform on the NWEA MAP (Measures of Academic

Progress) assessment, broken down by grade level and reading or mathematics domain. It is not just a table of

numbers; it is a roadmap for setting goals, tracking growth, and ensuring that every learner is on the path to

mastery.

In this comprehensive guide, we’ll explore the origins of the NWEA assessment, the meaning behind RIT scores,

and the practical ways to use the 2021 chart to elevate instruction. Whether you’re a classroom teacher, school

administrator, or a parent navigating your child’s academic journey, this article will equip you with the knowledge to

interpret the chart confidently and use it to drive meaningful progress.

The Foundations of NWEA and RIT Scoring

What Is NWEA?

The National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) developed NWEA as a nonprofit organization dedicated to

providing reliable, research �based assessments. The organization’s flagship product, the MAP assessment, is an

adaptive test that measures students’ academic growth in reading, mathematics, science, and social studies. MAP

is used by more than 80% of public schools in the United States, making it one of the most widely adopted

assessment tools in K �12 education.

Adaptive Testing and the RIT Scale

The MAP assessment uses a computer adaptive format. As a student answers questions, the software adjusts the

difficulty level in real time, ensuring that each test is tailored to the individual’s skill level. The result is a highly

accurate measure of academic performance, expressed on the RIT (Rasch unIT) scale.

The RIT scale is a linear measurement system that ranges from 1 to 200. Each point on the scale represents a

specific level of skill, and the scale is designed to be consistent across grade levels and content areas. For

example, a RIT score of 70 in reading for a 3rd �grade student might correspond to a different content mastery level

than the same score for a 5th �grade student. This property allows educators to compare growth over time, even as

students progress through grades.

Why RIT Scores Matter

•  Benchmarking: RIT scores provide a national benchmark, letting schools see where their students stand 

relative to peers across the country.

•  Growth Tracking: Because the RIT scale is linear, a one �point increase represents the same amount of growth 

regardless of grade level.

•  Instructional Decision �Making: Teachers can identify which students need targeted support and which are 

ready for enrichment.



•  Accountability: School leaders use RIT data to meet state and federal accountability standards.

Introducing the 2021 NWEA RIT Scores by Grade Level Chart

What Does the Chart Show?

The 2021 chart is a concise representation of the average RIT scores for students in each grade level, typically

broken down into two major domains: reading and mathematics. The chart often includes additional columns for

sub �domains (e.g., reading comprehension, quantitative reasoning) and percentile ranks.

Below is a textual representation of how the chart might look. In a real report, this would be a table or graphical

illustration, but for clarity, we’ll describe the key components.

1.  Grade Level – Ranges from kindergarten through 12th grade.

2.  Reading RIT Score – The average reading RIT score for that grade.

3.  Mathematics RIT Score – The average math RIT score for that grade.

4.  Percentile Rank – Indicates how the grade’s average compares to national peers.

5.  Growth Target – Suggested annual growth in RIT points.

For example, the 2021 chart might show that 5th �grade students average a reading RIT score of 87 and a math RIT

score of 92, with a growth target of 6–8 points per year. These numbers are derived from national data collected

during the 2020 �2021 assessment cycle.

Key Takeaways from the 2021 Data

•  Reading vs. Mathematics: In many grade levels, math scores tend to be slightly higher than reading scores, 

reflecting national trends in STEM achievement.

•  Growth Expectations: The chart lists recommended growth ranges, typically 4–8 RIT points per year, 

depending on the grade. These targets help educators gauge whether a student’s progress is on track.

•  Percentile Benchmarks: Percentile ranks provide a quick visual cue. A 50th percentile reading score means 

the student is performing at the national median; a 75th percentile math score indicates above �average performance.

•  Sub �Domain Insights: When available, sub �domain scores (e.g., fluency, comprehension, problem �solving) give 

deeper insight into specific strengths and weaknesses.

How to Read the 2021 NWEA RIT Scores by Grade Level Chart

Step 1: Identify Your Student’s Grade and Domain

Start by locating the student’s grade level on the chart. Then, choose the domain of interest—reading or

mathematics. If you’re a teacher assessing a particular skill (such as algebraic reasoning), look for the relevant

sub �domain column.

Step 2: Compare the Student’s RIT Score to the Grade Average

Subtract the student’s RIT score from the grade �level average. A positive difference indicates the student is above

average; a negative difference signals below �average performance. For instance, if a 3rd �grade student scores 71 in

reading and the grade average is 68, the student is 3 points above the average.

Step 3: Examine Percentile Rank

Percentile rank is a quick way to understand relative standing. A 70th percentile reading score means the student

performed better than 70% of peers nationwide. If your student’s percentile rank is low, consider targeted

interventions.



Step 4: Check Growth Targets

Each grade level on the chart includes a recommended annual growth range. Compare the student’s current RIT

score to the previous year’s score. If the increase falls below the target range, it may signal the need for

instructional adjustments.

Step 5: Use Sub �Domain Data for Precision

When the chart offers sub �domain scores, dig deeper. For example, if a student’s overall math RIT score is high but

the sub �domain for algebra is low, the teacher can design targeted lessons focusing on algebraic concepts.

Using the 2021 Chart to Set Instructional Goals

Aligning Curriculum to Benchmarks

Curriculum developers can use the chart to ensure that the content covered in each grade aligns with national

proficiency expectations. If the average RIT score for 4th �grade reading is 80, the curriculum should include enough

practice to help students reach or exceed that benchmark.

Individualized Instruction and Differentiation

Teachers can leverage the chart to create individualized learning plans. For instance, a student scoring 5 points

below the grade average in reading may benefit from a small �group intervention focusing on decoding and fluency.

Conversely, a student scoring above the average can be given enrichment tasks to deepen their understanding.

Monitoring Growth Over Time

By comparing a student’s current RIT score to the grade �level average and the growth target, educators can monitor

progress. A consistent 5 �point annual growth aligns with the recommended range, indicating healthy development. If

growth stalls, the chart helps pinpoint where adjustments are needed.

Informing Parent Communication

When discussing progress with parents, the 2021 chart offers concrete data points. Sharing a student’s percentile

rank and growth trajectory helps parents understand their child’s standing and the steps being taken to support

learning.

Interpreting Growth and Proficiency: What the Numbers Really Mean

Growth Versus Proficiency

Proficiency refers to a student’s current skill level relative to the grade average. Growth, on the other hand,

measures how much a student’s RIT score increases over time. A student can be proficient but grow slowly, or they

can be below proficiency yet show rapid growth.

How to Interpret a 4 �Point Growth

A 4 �point growth in RIT is considered meaningful because it represents a significant improvement in academic skill.

For example, a 5th �grade student moving from a 90 to a 94 reading RIT score demonstrates increased reading

comprehension and fluency.

Using Growth Targets Effectively

Growth targets on the chart are not rigid mandates; they are guidelines. If a student’s growth consistently falls

below the target, investigate instructional practices, student engagement, or external factors that might be impeding

progress.



Percentile Ranks as Contextual Indicators

Percentile ranks give context to raw scores. A student scoring 85 in reading who is in the 90th percentile is

performing exceptionally well, whereas a score of 85 in a lower percentile indicates room for improvement.

Comparing the 2021 Chart to Previous Years

Trends in Reading and Mathematics

When educators compare the 2021 chart to those from 2019 or 2020, they often observe incremental increases in

average RIT scores across both domains. This trend suggests that, on average, students are gaining proficiency

over time.

Impact of External Factors

The 2021 data was collected during a period of significant disruption due to the COVID �19 pandemic. While some

schools reported dips in performance, many showed resilience and recovery, especially in mathematics where

online resources were widely available.

Using Trend Analysis for Planning

By charting year �over �year changes, school districts can forecast future growth needs and allocate resources

accordingly. For example, if reading scores plateaued in 2020 but surged in 2021, it may indicate the effectiveness

of newly implemented reading interventions.

Common Misconceptions About RIT Scores and the 2021 Chart

RIT Scores Are Absolute Measures

Many assume that a RIT score of 80 is “good” or “bad” in an absolute sense. In reality, the RIT scale is relative; a

score’s significance depends on grade level, domain, and national benchmarks.

Higher Scores Always Mean Better Understanding

While higher scores generally indicate stronger skills, they don’t capture all aspects of learning. A student might

score well in reading comprehension but struggle with critical analysis—a nuance that sub �domain data can reveal.

Growth Targets Are One �Size �Fits �All

Growth targets vary by grade and domain. A 4 �point increase might be ideal for 3rd �grade reading but insufficient for

8th �grade mathematics. Teachers should consult the chart’s specific targets rather than applying a blanket rule.

RIT Scores Replace Classroom
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