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Introduction

Welcome to the definitive Oblivion game guide, your go-to companion for navigating the sprawling world of 

Cyrodiil. Whether you’re a fresh recruit stepping onto the cobblestone streets of Bruma or a seasoned adventurer 

seeking to polish your skills, this guide offers in �depth insights, practical tips, and hidden secrets that will elevate 

your experience in The Elder Scrolls IV: Oblivion. From character creation to the final confrontation with the Daedric

Prince Mehrunes Dagon, we’ll walk you through every major facet of the game, ensuring you’re always one step

ahead of the next quest, enemy, or magical mystery.

Getting Started: Installation & Setup

System Requirements

Before you dive into the game, confirm that your PC meets the following minimum specs:

•  OS: Windows XP SP3 or later (64 �bit)

•  Processor: Pentium III 1 /GHz

•  Memory: 512 /MB RAM

•  Graphics: DirectX 9.0c compatible GPU with 64 /MB VRAM

•  Storage: 6 /GB available space

For a smoother experience, especially on older hardware, we recommend lowering the in �game resolution and

turning off anti �aliasing.

Installation Steps

1.  Insert the CD/DVD or launch the digital installer.

2.  Follow the on �screen prompts, accepting the EULA and selecting the destination folder.

3.  Once installed, launch the game and let the initial load screen complete.

4.  Navigate to Settings !’ Video and adjust resolution, texture quality, and VSync to match your hardware.

5.  Optional: Install the Oblivion Patch for bug fixes and performance improvements.

Game Basics: Controls, UI, and Navigation

Keyboard & Mouse Controls

Oblivion’s control scheme is straightforward but powerful. The default layout uses the WASD keys for movement, 

Mouse Left Click to attack, and Mouse Right Click to block or cast. The Tab key opens the inventory, while Esc 

brings up the main menu. Familiarize yourself with the Ctrl + Mouse Wheel combination for quick skill upgrades.

Interface Overview

The HUD displays your health, magicka, stamina, and a quick �access bar for spells and items. Hovering over the 

character portrait reveals your current level and available skill points. The map icon in the upper left corner offers a 

world view; click on any region to teleport after completing the “Oblivion Map” quest.

Navigation Tips



•  Use the Alt + F1–F4 shortcuts to toggle between the Character Stats, Inventory, Skill List, and Map windows.

•  Press H to open the help menu, which provides context �sensitive tips for nearby objects.

•  Keep an eye on the compass; it indicates the direction of active quests and important NPCs.

Character Creation Deep Dive

Race Selection

Each race in Oblivion comes with unique bonuses. Here’s a quick rundown:

•  Imperial: +1 to all skills, +10 health.

•  Nord: +5 to Physical Damage, +5 to Health.

•  High Elf: +10 Magicka, +5 to Spell Damage.

•  Wood Elf: +5 to Sneak, +5 to Light Armor.

•  Dark Elf: +5 to Destruction, +5 to Health.

•  Argonian: +5 to Conjuration, +5 to Health.

Choose a race that complements your intended playstyle—whether you prefer melee, magic, or stealth.

Attribute Distribution

Oblivion features a point �allocation system for Strength, Stamina, Intellect, Willpower, Speed, and Charisma.

Allocate points strategically:

•  Strength boosts melee damage.

•  Stamina increases health and stamina regeneration.

•  Intellect and Willpower raise magicka and spell potency.

•  Speed improves movement and combat speed.

•  Charisma enhances vendor discounts and NPC interactions.

Skill Prioritization

Early in the game, focus on a core set of skills—such as One �Handed, Destruction, and Light Armor—to 

establish a solid foundation. As you progress, diversify into secondary skills like Alchemy and Sneakto open new

quest lines.

Questing Essentials: Main, Side, and Hidden Quests

Main Storyline Overview

The central plot revolves around the Oblivion Crisis, where the gates to Oblivion are opening, and the Daedric

Prince Mehrunes Dagon threatens to invade Cyrodiil. Your primary goal is to close the gates, defeat Dagon, and

restore order.

Key Main Quests

1.  Oblivion Crisis: Begins in Bruma; sets the stage for the invasion.

2.  Oblivion Gates: Close the first gate in the Imperial City.

3.  Oblivion: The Final Gate: Confront Dagon in the final battle.

Side Quests & Faction Missions

Cyrodiil is rich with side quests that deepen your immersion:

•  Join the Thieves Guild for stealth missions and unique gear.

•  Become a member of the College of Winterhold to master advanced magic.



•  Help the Imperial Legion by completing “The Imperial Guard” quest.

Hidden Quests & Easter Eggs

Oblivion rewards curiosity. Search for hidden NPCs, such as the mysterious “Jarl of the North”, or discover secret 

passages in the “Deadly Dungeons”series. Many of these quests unlock special items or reveal lore about the

Oblivion Gate.

Combat & Skills: Mastering the Art of Battle

Weapon Types and Their Strengths

•  Swords – Balanced damage and speed.

•  Axes – High damage but slower swing.

•  Maces – Excellent against armored foes.

•  Daggers – Fast, ideal for sneak attacks.

Armor Sets and Their Benefits

Choosing the right armor can be decisive in combat. Light armor offers agility and decent protection, while heavy 

armor provides superior defense at the cost of mobility. Consider the Imperial Armor Set for its balanced stats and 

the Dark Elf Armor for its stealth bonuses.

Skill Trees and Upgrades

Oblivion’s skill system rewards active use. Each skill has three levels: Novice, Adept, Master. For example, 

One �Handed progresses from basic slashes to powerful finishing moves. Use the Ctrl + Mouse Wheelshortcut to

quickly level up skills during combat.

Combat Tactics

•  Use the environment: Push enemies into walls or over ledges.

•  Combine melee with magic: Attack with a sword, then finish with a fireball.

•  Maintain distance: Keep ranged enemies at bay while closing in on melee foes.

Magic & Shouts: Unlocking the Power of the Arcane

Destruction Spells

Fire, Frost, and Shock spells are the backbone of offensive magic. Learn Firebolt for quick damage, Frostbite for 

crowd control, and Shock to stun enemies.

Restoration & Conjuration

Restoration spells heal health and magicka, while Conjuration summons allies like “Frost Trolls” or “Summon 

Familiar”. These are invaluable during large battles.

Shouts and Their Mechanics

Unlike other Elder Scrolls titles, Oblivion introduces a limited set of shouts. The most iconic is “Fus Ro Dah”—a 

dragon shout that pushes enemies back. Learn shouts by reading ancient runes or speaking to the College of 

Winterhold master.

Crafting & Economy: Barter, Blacksmith, Alchemy

Blacksmithing

Upgrade your gear at blacksmiths found in major towns. Use Iron Ore and Steel Ingot to forge weapons, or Steel 



Plate to craft armor. Remember that blacksmiths also repair damaged equipment.

Alchemy

Alchemy is a powerful tool for creating potions that boost stats or heal wounds. Key ingredients include:

•  Red Mountain Herb – Increases health.

•  White Mountain Herb – Increases magicka.

•  Giant's Blood – Increases stamina.

Experiment with different combinations to discover unique effects.

Economy & Trading

Cyrodiil’s economy is dynamic. Prices fluctuate based on supply and demand. Keep an eye on NPC merchants for 

discounts, especially during festivals. Use the “Barter” skill to negotiate lower prices.

Factions & Reputation: Joining the Right Groups

Imperial Legion

Aligning with the Imperial Legion grants access to
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