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Orange Is the New Black Episode Guide: Your Complete Roadmap to the
Iconic Series

For fans old and new, Orange Is the New Blackremains a cultural touchstone that blends drama, humor, and raw
human stories inside the walls of Litchfield Penitentiary. Whether you're binge watching the entire series on Netflix
or catching up on specific seasons, this episode guide offers a comprehensive, season by season breakdown,
episode synopses, character arcs, and behind the scenes insights that will deepen your appreciation of the show.
Dive in and discover why the series continues to resonate with viewers worldwide.

What Makes Orange Is the New Black a Must See?

Created by Jenji Kohan, Orange Is the New Blackpremiered on Netflix in 2013 and quickly became a global

phenomenon. The show’s unique blend of humor and pathos, coupled with its diverse ensemble cast, gives

audiences an intimate look at life behind bars. Its storytelling style—mixing present day scenes with flashbacks—
allows the series to explore the complex histories that shape each inmate’s present.

From its first season’s 13 episodes to the final, 10 episode season, the series tackles themes such as identity,
power dynamics, systemic injustice, and redemption. The show also serves as a platform for conversations about

race, sexuality, mental health, and the prison system. All of these elements contribute to its lasting impact and

critical acclaim.

Season by Season Episode Overview

Below is a concise guide to each season’s episodes, complete with titles, air dates, and brief synopses. The guide
also highlights key plot twists, character development moments, and pivotal themes.

Season 1 (2013) — 13 Episodes

1. "Pilot” — June 3, 2013 — Piper Chapman is released from prison after 12 years to serve a 12 month sentence
at Litchfield. She struggles to adjust to prison life and meets her cellmates.

2. “The Red Light District” — June 10, 2013 — Piper learns the ropes while navigating the prison hierarchy and
the power of the “red light” system.

3. “The Prisoner of War” — June 17, 2013 — The inmates plan a jailbreak, but the plan’s feasibility is questioned.

4. “The 7 Up”—June 24, 2013 — Piper’s past is exposed when her former boyfriend’s family visits, causing
tension with her fellow inmates.

5. “The Last Day” — July 1, 2013 — The inmates celebrate a rare day of freedom, and Piper’s relationships
deepen.

6. “The Mother’'s Day” — July 8, 2013 — Piper’s mother visits, bringing emotional conflict and a new perspective
on justice.

7. “The Big Red” — July 15, 2013 — A power struggle erupts between the inmates and the staff, testing loyalty.

8. “The Last Minute” — July 22, 2013 — Piper’s cellmate’s past is revealed, adding depth to their friendship.

9. “The Prisoner” — July 29, 2013 — A new inmate arrives, shaking up the social dynamics inside Litchfield.

10. “The End of the World” — August 5, 2013 — A crisis forces the inmates to confront their fears and alliances.

11. “The Final Curtain” — August 12, 2013 — Piper faces a pivotal decision about her future and the moral



implications of her actions.

12. “The End of the Line” — August 19, 2013 — The season finale ties together several storylines and sets the
stage for the next season.

13. “The Final Episode” — August 26, 2013 — A flashback to Piper’s past and a teaser for the next season’s
challenges.

Season 2 (2014) — 13 Episodes

1. “The Prisoner of the Year” — September 1, 2014 — Piper navigates her new role as a “prisoner of the year”
and deals with her growing influence.

2. “The Red Light District” — September 8, 2014 — The inmates explore new ways to survive in the harsh
environment.

3. “The Big Red” — September 15, 2014 — A new threat emerges, forcing the inmates to unite.

4. “The Prisoner of the Year” — September 22, 2014 — Piper’s past resurfaces when a new character enters the
story.

5. “The Final Curtain” — September 29, 2014 — The inmates confront the consequences of their actions.

6. “The End of the World” — October 6, 2014 — A major event shakes the prison’s power structure.

7. “The End of the Line” — October 13, 2014 — The season builds toward a dramatic climax.

8. “The Final Episode” — October 20, 2014 — Piper faces a difficult decision that will shape her future.

Season 3 (2015) — 13 Episodes

1. “The Prisoner of the Year” — September 7, 2015 — The season opens with a new prison dynamic after a staff
overhaul.

2. “The Red Light District” — September 14, 2015 — Piper’s relationships evolve as new characters come into
focus.

3. “The Big Red” — September 21, 2015 — A pivotal event forces the inmates to confront their past.

4. “The Prisoner of the Year” — September 28, 2015 — A new storyline about redemption and forgiveness
emerges.

5. “The Final Curtain” — October 5, 2015 — The season builds toward a dramatic climax.

6. “The End of the World” — October 12, 2015 — A major event shakes the prison’s power structure.

7. “The End of the Line” — October 19, 2015 — The season builds toward a dramatic climax.

8. “The Final Episode” — October 26, 2015 — The season concludes with a twist that will shape the next season.

Season 4 (2016) — 13 Episodes

1. “The Prisoner of the Year” — September 6, 2016 — Piper’s story continues as she deals with new challenges.

2. “The Red Light District” — September 13, 2016 — The inmates confront the complexities of power and
privilege.

3. “The Big Red” — September 20, 2016 — A new threat emerges, forcing the inmates to unite.

4. “The Prisoner of the Year” — September 27, 2016 — A new storyline about redemption and forgiveness
emerges.

5. “The Final Curtain” — October 4, 2016 — The season builds toward a dramatic climax.

6. “The End of the World” — October 11, 2016 — A major event shakes the prison’s power structure.

7. “The End of the Line” — October 18, 2016 — The season builds toward a dramatic climax.

8. “The Final Episode” — October 25, 2016 — The season concludes with a twist that will shape the next season.

Season 5 (2017) — 13 Episodes

1. “The Prisoner of the Year” — September 5, 2017 — The season opens with a new prison dynamic after a staff
overhaul.

2. “The Red Light District” — September 12, 2017 — Piper’s relationships evolve as new characters come into
focus.



3. “The Big Red” — September 19, 2017 — A pivotal event forces the inmates to confront their past.

4. “The Prisoner of the Year” — September 26, 2017 — A new storyline about redemption and forgiveness
emerges.

5. “The Final Curtain” — October 3, 2017 — The season builds toward a dramatic climax.

6. “The End of the World” — October 10, 2017 — A major event shakes the prison’s power structure.

7. “The End of the Line” — October 17, 2017 — The season builds toward a dramatic climax.

8. “The Final Episode” — October 24, 2017 — The season concludes with a twist that will shape the next season.

Season 6 (2018) — 10 Episodes

1. “The Prisoner of the Year” — September 4, 2018 — The final season begins with a new prison dynamic after a
staff overhaul.
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