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Revised Common Lectionary Year C: A Comprehensive Guide

For churches seeking a robust, theologically rich, and pastorally sensitive reading plan, the Revised Common 

Lectionary Year Coffers an excellent option. This article explores what Year C is, how it fits into the three �year

lectionary cycle, its distinctive themes, practical ways to implement it in worship, and resources for deeper study.

Whether you’re a clergy member, worship leader, or lay reader, you’ll find clear, actionable guidance to help you

navigate and make the most of this powerful liturgical framework.

What Is the Revised Common Lectionary?

History and Development

The Revised Common Lectionary (RCL) was first published in 1982 by the National Council of Churches (NCC) 

in the United States. It was designed as a unified set of Scripture readings that could be used across 

denominational lines, providing a cohesive framework for worship, teaching, and spiritual formation. The RCL draws 

heavily from the New Revised Standard Version(NRSV), but it also incorporates a wide range of translations to

accommodate diverse linguistic preferences.

Core Structure

At its heart, the RCL is organized around a three �year cycle—Years A, B, and C—each covering the entire liturgical

year. Every Sunday and weekday is assigned a specific passage from the Old Testament, New Testament, Psalms,

and the Epistles. The structure is intentionally balanced: the Old Testament readings emphasize the covenantal

narrative, while the New Testament selections highlight the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. The Psalms

and Epistles provide reflective, prayerful, and doctrinal depth.

The Three �Year Cycle

Each year in the RCL follows the same liturgical seasons: Advent, Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, Easter, Pentecost,

and the Ordinary Time. However, the specific passages vary from year to year, allowing congregations to

experience a broader theological spectrum over time. This cyclical pattern encourages deeper engagement with

Scripture, as believers revisit key themes from fresh angles.

Understanding Year /C

Overview of Year /C

Year C is the third of the RCL’s three �year cycle. It was first introduced in 1985 and has since become a staple in

many churches worldwide. Year /C’s readings are often noted for their emphasis on the “redemptive arc” of Scripture, 

moving from the prophetic hope of the Old Testament to the fulfillment in the New Testament. The year is

particularly rich in passages that highlight Christ’s mission, the early church, and the call to discipleship.

Key Themes and Highlights

•  Christ’s Mission: A significant portion of Year /C focuses on Jesus’ ministry—his parables, miracles, and 

teachings—offering a vivid portrait of His compassion and authority.

•  Early Church Formation: Readings from the Acts of the Apostles and the Epistles illuminate the growth of the 



early church, its struggles, and its theological foundations.

•  Call to Discipleship: Themes of commitment, sacrifice, and community abound, encouraging believers to live 

out their faith in tangible ways.

Comparison with Years /A and /B

While all three years share a common liturgical framework, there are subtle distinctions:

1.  Year /A often emphasizes the prophetic and covenantal aspects of the Old Testament, with a focus on the 

promise of the Messiah.

2.  Year /B tends to highlight the narrative of salvation history, including the Exodus and the establishment of the 

church.

3.  Year /C, as mentioned, places a heavier emphasis on the life of Christ and the early church, making it 

particularly suitable for congregations seeking a more Christ �centric approach.

Typical Readings for Major Seasons

Below is a concise snapshot of the key readings that define Year /C across the major seasons:

•  Advent: Isaiah 9:6–7 (Prophetic promise); Matthew 25:14–30 (Parable of the Talents)

•  Christmas: Isaiah 7:14 (The Virgin Birth); Luke 2:1–20 (Nativity)

•  Lent: Isaiah 53 (Suffering Servant); Matthew 26:36–46 (Agony in Gethsemane)

•  Easter: John 19:30 (The Crucifixion); John 20:1–18 (Resurrection)

•  Pentecost: Acts 2:1–13 (Pentecost); Romans 8:1–17 (Life in the Spirit)

How to Use Year /C in Worship Planning

Daily and Weekly Liturgical Use

Incorporating Year C into daily services involves a simple, repeatable pattern: Old Testament reading, New

Testament reading, Psalm, and Epistle. For Sunday services, the pattern expands to include the Gospel reading,

often the central focus. By adhering to this structure, congregants can develop a rhythm that deepens their

scriptural understanding.

Integrating Readings with Sermons

Pastors can use the Year C framework to craft sermon series that weave together the Old and New Testament

themes. For example, a series on “The Kingdom of God” could begin with Isaiah 11:9–10, move to Matthew 4:17,

and conclude with Revelation 21:1–5. This approach creates a cohesive narrative that spans the entire liturgical

year.

Creating a Reading Schedule

Most churches find it helpful to draft a master calendar that lists the readings for each week. The RCL provides 

official Lectionary Chartsthat can be downloaded in PDF format. By aligning these charts with your worship

calendar, you can ensure that every service follows the intended lectionary pattern.

Tools and Resources

Several digital platforms and mobile apps now support the RCL, making it easier to track and manage Year C

readings:

•  ChurchTools – Offers built �in lectionary integration and sermon planning features.

•  My Lectionary App – Provides daily notifications of the current week’s readings.

•  Lectionary.org – A free resource with searchable passages and printable charts.



Benefits of Adopting Year /C

Theological Depth

Year C’s focus on Christ’s mission and the early church provides a robust theological foundation. By repeatedly

returning to the core narratives of salvation, congregants gain a deeper appreciation for the continuity and unity of

Scripture.

Liturgical Consistency

Because the RCL follows a standardized pattern, worship leaders can create a predictable liturgical rhythm. This

consistency helps congregants anticipate the flow of services and encourages participation.

Engagement and Variety

The three �year cycle ensures that each year offers fresh perspectives on familiar themes. This variety prevents

monotony and keeps the congregation intellectually stimulated.

Common Challenges and Solutions

Navigating Complex Readings

Some passages in Year C can be challenging due to their historical context or literary style. To address this,

churches can provide brief pre �reading notes or incorporate study guides that explain key terms and cultural

references.

Adapting to Different Denominations

While the RCL is ecumenical, certain denominations may prefer specific translations or liturgical nuances. In such

cases, churches can adjust the translation (e.g., using the NIV or ESV) while keeping the structure intact.

Digital vs. Print Formats

Digital platforms offer convenience and interactivity, but some congregations still rely on printed lectionary charts. A

hybrid approach—printing key charts for the week and using digital tools for daily reminders—can provide the best

of both worlds.

Resources for Year /C

•  Official RCL Publication – The National Council of Churches publishes the lectionary in both print and digital 

formats.

•  Lectionary.org – Free access to the entire lectionary, including Year /C, with search functionality.

•  ChurchTools Lectionary Module – A subscription-based tool that integrates readings with sermon notes and 

calendar events.

•  My Lectionary App – Mobile app offering daily reading reminders and printable PDFs.

•  Lectionary Study Guides – Various books and online courses that delve deeper into the themes of each year.

Conclusion

Year C of the Revised Common Lectionary offers a rich, Christ �centered journey through Scripture that is both

theologically profound and pastorally practical. By understanding its structure, integrating its readings into worship,

and leveraging available resources, churches can create a worship experience that is cohesive, engaging, and

spiritually transformative. Whether you’re a seasoned liturgist or a newcomer to lectionary planning, Year C provides

a solid framework that invites believers into deeper communion with God through the living Word.
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