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Understanding the W �2 Form: A Comprehensive Guide to the Sample W �2 
Filled Out

The W �2 form is one of the most critical documents for both employees and employers in the United States. It

reports wages, tips, and other compensation, as well as federal, state, and local taxes withheld. For many, the W �2

can feel intimidating, especially when you first receive a sample that appears complex. This article will walk you

through the sample W �2 filled out in detail, explain each box, and give you practical tips to avoid common mistakes.

Whether you’re an employee looking to understand your paycheck or an employer preparing payroll, mastering the

W �2 will make tax season smoother.

Why the W �2 Matters

The W �2 form is required by the IRS for every employee who earns more than $600 in a calendar year. Employers

must send a copy to each employee by January 31st, and the IRS receives it by the end of February. The

information on the W �2 is used to file individual income taxes, verify tax withholding, and calculate any refund or

balance due. An accurate W �2 ensures that you pay the correct amount of tax and avoid penalties.

Structure of a Sample W �2 Filled Out

A standard W �2 has 10 boxes (A–I and 1–10) and a few optional sections for state and local information. Below is a

visual layout of the form, followed by an in �depth explanation of each box. The sample shown below illustrates a

typical full �time employee earning $75,000 annually, with federal income tax, Social Security, and Medicare withheld.

1.  Box A – Employer Identification Number (EIN): A nine �digit number that identifies the employer.

2.  Box B – Employer’s name, address, and ZIP code: Full legal name and business address.

3.  Box C – Employee’s Social Security Number (SSN): Nine �digit SSN for the employee.

4.  Box D – Employee’s name, address, and ZIP code: Employee’s full legal name and address.

5.  Box 1 – Wages, tips, other compensation: Total taxable wages for the year.

6.  Box 2 – Federal income tax withheld: Total amount of federal tax withheld.

7.  Box 3 – Social Security wages: Wages subject to Social Security tax (capped at $160,200 for 2023).

8.  Box 4 – Social Security tax withheld: 6.2% of Social Security wages.

9.  Box 5 – Medicare wages and tips: All wages subject to Medicare tax (no cap).

10.  Box 6 – Medicare tax withheld: 1.45% of Medicare wages.

11.  Box 7 – Social Security tips: Tips subject to Social Security tax.

12.  Box 8 – Allocated tips: Tips allocated to the employee but not reported.

13.  Box 9 – Verification code: Used by the IRS to verify the form.

14.  Box 10 – Dependent care benefits: Non �taxable dependent care benefits.

15.  State and Local Boxes (if applicable): State wages, tax withheld, local wages, and local tax withheld.

Step �by �Step: How to Read a Sample W �2 Filled Out

Let’s walk through a realistic example. Imagine you received a W �2 with the following key figures:

•  Box 1: $75,000

•  Box 2: $9,000



•  Box 3: $75,000

•  Box 4: $4,650

•  Box 5: $75,000

•  Box 6: $1,087.50

Here’s what each number tells you:

1.  Gross Wages (Box 1): This is the amount reported for federal tax purposes. It excludes pre �tax deductions 

like health insurance premiums, 401(k) contributions, or flexible spending accounts.

2.  Federal Tax Withheld (Box 2): The amount the employer withheld for your federal income tax. You’ll compare 

this against your actual tax liability on your Form 1040.

3.  Social Security Wages (Box 3): The same amount as Box 1 in this example, meaning no pre �tax deductions 

affected Social Security wages.

4.  Social Security Tax Withheld (Box 4): 6.2% of Box 3. For $75,000, that’s $4,650.

5.  Medicare Wages (Box 5): Again $75,000. Medicare has no wage cap.

6.  Medicare Tax Withheld (Box 6): 1.45% of Box 5, totaling $1,087.50.

When you cross �check these numbers with your pay stubs, you’ll confirm that your employer reported your earnings

accurately. Any discrepancy should be addressed immediately.

Common Mistakes in the Sample W �2 Filled Out and How to Fix Them

Even seasoned payroll professionals can make errors. Below are the most frequent issues and practical solutions.

•  Incorrect SSN or EIN: A typo can cause the IRS to reject the form. Double �check the numbers against your 

employer’s records.

•  Wrong Employer Name or Address: This can lead to confusion when you file your taxes. Verify the legal name 

and address on the employer’s certificate of incorporation.

•  Misreporting Wages in Box 1: If you contributed to a 401(k) or Health Savings Account (HSA), those amounts 

should be excluded. Ensure Box 1 reflects only taxable wages.

•  Social Security Wage Cap Exceeded: For 2023, the cap is $160,200. If your wages exceed this, only the first 

$160,200 should be reported in Box 3.

•  Medicare Surtax Miscalculation: Employees earning over $200,000 must pay an additional 0.9% Medicare 

surtax. Employers should add this to Box 6. If omitted, you’ll owe it when filing.

•  State and Local Taxes Omitted: If you work in a state with income tax, the form should include Box 15–20. 

Missing these can delay your refund.

How Employers Can Avoid These Errors

Employers can implement the following practices to ensure a clean W �2:

1.  Automated Payroll Systems: Use reputable software that automatically calculates withholding based on 

current tax tables.

2.  Quarterly Audits: Review payroll data each quarter to catch anomalies early.

3.  Employee Self �Verification: Provide employees with a pre �printed W �2 summary for review before final 

submission.

4.  Regular Training: Keep payroll staff updated on tax law changes, especially regarding wage caps and 

surtaxes.

Using the Sample W �2 Filled Out for Tax Filing

Once you have your W �2, you’ll use it to complete Form 1040. Here’s how the sample data translates into your tax



return:

•  Box 1 !’ Line 1 of Form 1040: Report $75,000 as wages.

•  Box 2 !’ Line 17 of Form 1040: Enter $9,000 as federal tax withheld.

•  Box 4 !’ Line 16 of Form 1040: Social Security tax withheld ($4,650).

•  Box 6 !’ Line 16 of Form 1040: Medicare tax withheld ($1,087.50).

•  State and Local Boxes !’ State Tax Return: Report these amounts on your state return.

Always keep a copy of your W �2 for your records. If you’re filing electronically, many tax software packages will

import W �2 data directly, reducing the risk of manual entry errors.

Tips for Employees: What to Check on Your Sample W �2 Filled Out

Here are essential steps to verify your W �2 before filing:

1.  Confirm Personal Information: Your name, SSN, and address must match your records.

2.  Verify Employer Details: Ensure the EIN and company address are correct.

3.  Check Wages and Withholding: Compare Box 1, 2, 4, and 6 with your year �end pay stub.

4.  Look for Dependent Care Benefits (Box 10): If you received these, they’re non �taxable but still reported.

5.  State/Local Tax Accuracy: If you’re in a state with income tax, confirm that Box 15 and 16 match your state 

return.

6.  Report Any Missing W �2s: If you worked for multiple employers, you should receive a W �2 from each. Missing 

forms can delay your refund.

What to Do If You Spot an Error

Follow these steps promptly:

1.  Contact Your Employer: Request a corrected W �2 (Form 1099 �C or 1099 �R, depending on the error).

2.  File an Amended Return: Use Form 1040 �X if the error affects your tax liability.

3.  Keep Documentation: Save all correspondence and corrected forms.

FAQs About the Sample W �2 Filled Out

•  Q: Can I file taxes without a W �2? A: If you earned wages, you’re required to file. However, you can estimate 

your tax withheld using Form 4852.
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