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Introduction

In the bustling state of Nevada, where the stakes of security and privacy are as high as the desert sun, private 

investigators play a pivotal role in safeguarding businesses, families, and communities. Whether you’re a seasoned 

detective, a budding investigator, or simply curious about the regulatory landscape, understanding the State of 

Nevada Private Investigators Licensing Boardis essential. This board governs the licensing, oversight, and

ethical conduct of private investigators, ensuring that only qualified professionals serve the public interest. In this

comprehensive guide, we’ll explore the board’s history, legal framework, application process, examination

requirements, renewal procedures, and more, all while keeping SEO best practices in mind. By the end, you’ll have

a clear roadmap for navigating Nevada’s private investigator licensing landscape.

Overview of Private Investigator Licensing in Nevada

Private investigators in Nevada are regulated by the State of Nevada Private Investigators Licensing Board, an

entity established to protect the public from unqualified or unethical practitioners. The board’s mandate includes

issuing licenses, setting professional standards, and enforcing disciplinary actions when necessary. Because

private investigators often handle sensitive information, the state’s licensing process is rigorous, requiring a blend

of education, experience, and ethical grounding.

Why Licensing Matters

•  Public Trust: Licensing assures clients that investigators meet minimum competency standards.

•  Legal Compliance: Licensed investigators can legally conduct surveillance, subpoena witnesses, and use 

evidence in court.

•  Professional Credibility: A license signals a commitment to ongoing training and ethical conduct.

History of the State of Nevada Private Investigators Licensing Board

Before the 1970s, private investigators in Nevada operated largely unregulated, which led to instances of 

malpractice and legal disputes. Recognizing the need for oversight, the Nevada Legislature enacted the Private 

Investigators Actin 1975, creating the licensing board as part of the Department of Public Safety. Since then, the

board has evolved through amendments that tightened eligibility criteria, introduced continuing education

requirements, and expanded disciplinary powers.

Key Milestones

1.  1975 – Establishment of the board and initial licensing framework.

2.  1989 – Introduction of mandatory background checks for all applicants.

3.  2004 – Adoption of the first continuing education mandate.

4.  2018 – Implementation of online application and renewal systems.

5.  2023 – Expansion of ethical guidelines to cover digital investigations.

Legal Framework and Statutes

The core legislation governing private investigators in Nevada is codified in the Nevada Revised Statutes (NRS) 



Title 46, Chapter 13. This statute outlines:

•  Eligibility criteria for applicants.

•  Required fees and payment schedules.

•  Examination content and scoring thresholds.

•  Disciplinary procedures and appeal rights.

Additionally, the Nevada Administrative Code (NAC) provides detailed regulations on licensing fees, record-

keeping, and the board’s internal operations. For investigators working across state lines, the Federal 

Investigators Licensing Act may also apply, but the Nevada board remains the primary authority for local practice.

Eligibility and Application Process

Before you can apply for a private investigator license in Nevada, you must meet specific eligibility requirements.

These criteria are designed to ensure that only qualified, experienced, and trustworthy individuals enter the

profession.

Basic Eligibility Criteria

•  Age: Minimum 18 years old.

•  Residency: Must be a legal resident of Nevada.

•  Education: High school diploma or GED.

•  Experience: At least 1,000 hours of relevant investigative experience within the last five years, or a 

combination of education and experience that satisfies the board’s equivalency standards.

•  Criminal Background: No felony convictions involving dishonesty, fraud, or violence.

Step-by-Step Application Procedure

1.  Gather Documents: Collect proof of identity, residency, education, experience, and a clean criminal record.

2.  Complete the Online Form: Visit the Nevada Department of Public Safety website and fill out the “Private 

Investigator License Application.”

3.  Submit Fingerprints: Use a certified fingerprinting service to provide a full set of 10-digit prints.

4.  Pay Fees: Current application fee is $150, payable by credit card or check.

5.  Wait for Review: The board reviews applications within 30–45 days.

6.  Receive Approval: Upon approval, you’ll receive a license number and a temporary license card.

Examination Requirements

After your application is accepted, the next hurdle is the State of Nevada Private Investigators Licensing Exam.

The exam tests both theoretical knowledge and practical application of investigative principles.

Exam Structure

•  Duration: 3 hours.

•  Format: Multiple-choice questions covering law, ethics, surveillance techniques, and evidence handling.

•  Passing Score: 70% (minimum 70 correct answers out of 100).

Preparation Tips

1.  Study Guides: Review the board’s official study guide, available for free on the Nevada Department of Public 

Safety website.

2.  Practice Tests: Take at least three full-length practice exams to gauge readiness.

3.  Join Study Groups: Connect with other applicants via online forums or local investigator associations.

4.  Stay Updated: Laws and regulations can change; ensure you’re studying the most recent materials.



Continuing Education and Renewal

Maintaining a private investigator license in Nevada is an ongoing commitment. The board requires licensees to

complete a set number of continuing education (CE) hours every two years to stay current with industry practices

and legal changes.

CE Requirements

•  Minimum of 20 CE hours every two-year renewal period.

•  Approved courses include:

•  Legal Updates: Changes in state and federal investigation law.

•  Surveillance Techniques: Advanced methods, including digital surveillance.

•  Ethics and Compliance: Updated ethical guidelines and privacy laws.

•  Technology: Cybersecurity fundamentals and data protection.

Renewal Process

1.  Submit CE Certificates: Upload proof of completed courses through the online renewal portal.

2.  Pay Renewal Fee: $75 per renewal cycle.

3.  Receive Renewal Confirmation: The board issues a new license card and updates your status in the 

database.

Fees and Payment

Understanding the fee structure is crucial to avoid surprises. The Nevada board’s fees are straightforward, with a

clear breakdown for each stage of the licensing process.



Fee Type Amount

Application Fee $150

Exam Fee $100

Renewal Fee $75

Fingerprinting Fee (Third-Party) Variable (typically $25–$35)

Payments can be made online via credit card, or by check mailed to the Nevada Department of Public Safety. The

board offers a discount for early renewal, so plan ahead to take advantage of this savings.

Compliance and Ethical Standards

Beyond legal requirements, private investigators must adhere to a strict code of ethics. The board’s Code of 

Conduct emphasizes integrity, confidentiality, and respect for privacy.

Key Ethical Principles

•  Honesty: No deceptive practices or misrepresentation.

•  Confidentiality: Safeguard client information and evidence.

•  Professionalism: Maintain a respectful demeanor with clients, witnesses, and law enforcement.

•  Legal Compliance: Never engage in activities that violate state or federal law.

Disciplinary Actions

Violations can result in penalties ranging from fines to license revocation. The board’s disciplinary process includes:

1.  Investigation of alleged misconduct.

2.  Opportunity for the investigator to present a defense.

3.  Board decision and potential appeals.

Common Pitfalls and How to Avoid Them

Even well-prepared applicants can stumble if they overlook certain details. Here are some frequent mistakes and

how to sidestep them.

1. Incomplete Documentation

Missing or incorrectly filled documents can delay or even derail your application.

•  Double-check each form field.

•  Use the board’s online checklist to verify completeness.

•  Keep copies of all submitted documents.

2. Failure to Meet Experience Requirements

Applicants sometimes misinterpret the experience criteria, especially regarding the types of investigations counted.

•  Keep a detailed log of your investigative work.

•  Provide supervisor or client letters confirming your role.

•  Consult the board’s FAQ for clarification.

3. Skipping the Exam



Some candidates believe they can bypass the exam by citing experience.

•  The exam is mandatory for all applicants, regardless of experience.

•  Use practice exams to gauge readiness and adjust study plans.

4. Neglecting Continuing Education

Failing to complete CE hours can lead to license suspension.

•  Schedule CE courses early in the renewal cycle.

•  Keep certificates organized for easy upload.

•  Set reminders for upcoming deadlines.

Frequently Asked Questions

1.  Can I work as a private investigator in Nevada without a license? No. Unlicensed activity is illegal and can 

result in civil or criminal penalties.

2.  Is a background check required? Yes, a comprehensive background check is mandatory for all applicants.

3.  How long does the licensing process take? Typically 30–45 days from application submission to approval, 

excluding exam scheduling.

4.  Can I renew my license online? Absolutely. The Nevada Department of Public Safety offers a fully online 

renewal system.

5.  What happens if I fail the exam? You may retake the exam after a 30-day waiting period, but you must pay 

the exam fee again.

Conclusion

Becoming a licensed private investigator in Nevada is a rigorous but rewarding journey. The State of Nevada 

Private Investigators Licensing Boardensures that only qualified, ethical, and professional individuals serve the

public, safeguarding the integrity of investigations in the state’s unique legal environment. By carefully navigating

the eligibility criteria, mastering the examination, staying committed to continuing education, and upholding the

board’s ethical standards, you can build a reputable career that stands the test of time.

Whether you’re just starting out or looking to renew your credentials, this guide provides the roadmap you need to

succeed. Embrace the process, invest in your education, and let the board’s standards guide
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