
GENERAL

the complete sherlock holmes treasury
Published: September 3, 2026  |  Index ID: #-

The Complete Sherlock Holmes Treasury: A Definitive Guide

When one thinks of the most enduring detective stories in literary history, the name Sherlock Holmes inevitably 

surfaces. Created by Arthur Conan Doyle, the brilliant London detective and his faithful companion Dr. John Watson 

have captivated readers for over a century. For both newcomers and seasoned fans, the journey through Holmes’s 

world can feel overwhelming given the breadth of novels, short stories, adaptations, and scholarly commentary. 

This article presents a clear, organized, and engaging roadmap to the complete Sherlock Holmes treasury.

Whether you’re looking to start a new reading adventure, compile a personal collection, or simply deepen your

appreciation of the canon, this guide will help you navigate the rich landscape of Holmes literature and beyond.

1. The Foundations of the Sherlock Holmes Treasury

1.1 Who Was Arthur Conan Doyle?

Arthur Conan Doyle (1859 �1930) was a Scottish physician turned writer whose imagination brought to life one of the

most iconic detectives. Doyle’s fascination with the scientific method and his exposure to the burgeoning field of

forensic science during his medical training directly influenced Holmes’s analytical mind. After a successful career

as a medical officer in the British Army, Doyle published his first Sherlock Holmes story, “A Study in Scarlet,” in

1887. The immediate success of this novel cemented his reputation as a master storyteller.

1.2 The Genesis of Sherlock Holmes

Holmes’s first appearance in “A Study in Scarlet” introduced readers to a detective whose deductive reasoning

outpaced even the most seasoned police officers. The partnership with Dr. Watson, who served as both narrator

and confidant, provided a relatable viewpoint for the audience. Over the next two decades, Doyle expanded the

Holmes universe through a series of novels and short stories that explored crime, psychology, and the social fabric

of Victorian London.

1.3 Why a Treasury Matters

The term “treasury” implies a curated collection of treasures—here, the most valuable literary artifacts. A

comprehensive treasury serves several purposes:

•  Accessibility: It offers a consolidated reference for readers who want to experience Holmes’s adventures in a 

logical sequence.

•  Preservation: It protects the integrity of Doyle’s original texts, ensuring that modern editions remain faithful to 

the source.

•  Enrichment: It includes critical essays, historical context, and scholarly analysis that deepen the reader’s 

understanding.

In this guide, we’ll walk through the core components of the treasury, highlight essential reading order, and

showcase complementary materials that enrich the Holmesian experience.

2. The Core Works: Novels and Short Stories

2.1 The Seven Sherlock Holmes Novels



Below is a chronological list of the seven novels that form the backbone of the Holmes canon. Each title is

accompanied by a brief synopsis and publication details to help you navigate the series.

1.  A Study in Scarlet (1887) – The first introduction to Holmes and Watson, featuring a complex murder 

investigation that intertwines personal vendetta with social injustice.

2.  The Sign of the Four (1890) – A tale of hidden treasure, betrayal, and the moral ambiguities of colonial 

exploitation.

3.  The Hound of the Baskervilles (1901) – A gothic thriller that blends folklore with scientific rationalism, set 

against the moors of Devonshire.

4.  The Valley of Fear (1914) – A story that delves into American organized crime and the consequences of past 

secrets.

5.  The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes (1892) – A collection of twelve short stories that showcase Holmes’s 

versatility, including the famous “The Red-Headed League.”

6.  The Memoirs of Sherlock Holmes (1894) – Another set of twelve stories, featuring “The Speckled Band” and 

“The Final Problem.”

7.  The Return of Sherlock Holmes (1905) – The third collection of twelve stories, containing “The Adventure of 

the Empty House” and “The Adventure of the Bruce-Partington Plans.”

8.  The Case-Book of Sherlock Holmes (1927) – The final collection, with twelve stories that push Holmes’s 

investigative boundaries to new limits.

2.2 Short Stories: The Complete Collection

Beyond the novels, Doyle’s short stories are essential to understanding Holmes’s character development. The

original collections are organized into four volumes, each containing twelve stories. Modern editions often combine

these into a single volume for convenience, but it’s helpful to know the original structure:

•  The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes – 12 stories (1892)

•  The Memoirs of Sherlock Holmes – 12 stories (1894)

•  The Return of Sherlock Holmes – 12 stories (1905)

•  The Case-Book of Sherlock Holmes – 12 stories (1927)

These stories cover a wide spectrum—from the seemingly whimsical to the profoundly philosophical—making them

indispensable for any treasury.

2.3 The Chronological Reading Order

While Doyle wrote the stories in a certain order, the chronological timeline of Holmes’s life and cases differs slightly.

For readers who wish to follow Holmes’s personal development, here’s a recommended order that aligns with the

internal chronology:

1.  A Study in Scarlet

2.  The Sign of the Four

3.  “The Speckled Band” (Memoirs)

4.  “The Blue Carbuncle” (Memoirs)

5.  “The Adventure of the Cardboard Box” (Memoirs)

6.  “The Adventure of the Yellow Face” (Memoirs)

7.  “The Adventure of the Solitary Cyclist” (Memoirs)

8.  “The Adventure of the Second Stain” (Memoirs)

9.  “The Adventure of the Six Napoleons” (Memoirs)

10.  “The Adventure of the Three Students” (Memoirs)

11.  “The Adventure of the Lion’s Mane” (Memoirs)



12.  “The Adventure of the Devil’s Foot” (Memoirs)

13.  “The Adventure of the Veiled Woman” (Memoirs)

14.  “The Adventure of the Golden Pince-nez” (Memoirs)

15.  “The Adventure of the Musgrave Ritual” (Memoirs)

16.  “The Adventure of the Reigate Squire” (Memoirs)

17.  “The Adventure of the Three Gables” (Memoirs)

18.  “The Adventure of the Disappearance” (Memoirs)

19.  “The Adventure of the Beryl Coronet” (Memoirs)

20.  “The Adventure of the Copper Bee” (Memoirs)

21.  “The Adventure of the Black Peter” (Memoirs)

22.  “The Adventure of the Red-Headed League” (Adventures)

23.  “The Adventure of the Speckled Band” (Adventures)

24.  “The Adventure of the Blue Carbuncle” (Adventures)

25.  “The Adventure of the Red-Headed League” (Adventures)

26.  “The Adventure of the Cardboard Box” (Adventures)

27.  “The Adventure of the Yellow Face” (Adventures)

28.  “The Adventure of the Solitary Cyclist” (Adventures)

29.  “The Adventure of the Second Stain” (Adventures)

30.  “The Adventure of the Six Napoleons” (Adventures)

31.  “The Adventure of the Three Students” (Adventures)

32.  “The Adventure of the Lion’s Mane” (Adventures)

33.  “The Adventure of the Devil’s Foot” (Adventures)

34.  “The Adventure of the Veiled Woman” (Adventures)

35.  “The Adventure of the Golden Pince-nez” (Adventures)

36.  “The Adventure of the Musgrave Ritual” (Adventures)

37.  “The Adventure of the Reigate Squire” (Adventures)

38.  “The Adventure of the Three Gables” (Adventures)

39.  “The Adventure of the Disappearance” (Adventures)

40.  “The Adventure of the Beryl Coronet” (Adventures)

41.  “The Adventure of the Copper Bee” (Adventures)

42.  “The Adventure of the Black Peter” (Adventures)

43.  “The Adventure of the Red-Headed League” (Adventures)

44.  “The Adventure of the Speckled Band” (Adventures)

45.  “The Adventure of the Blue Carbuncle” (Adventures)

46.  “The Adventure of the Red-Headed League” (Adventures)

Note that the above list repeats certain stories because they appear in multiple collections. For a streamlined

reading experience, many prefer the publication order, which is easier to find in most libraries and bookstores.

3. Beyond the Canon: Adaptations and Cultural Impact

3.1 Film and Television Milestones

Holmes’s adventures have been translated into countless visual formats. Here are a few landmark adaptations:

•  Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s Sherlock Holmes (1900–1903) – The first silent film series starring William Gillette.

•  George Ridley’s Sherlock Holmes (1910–1920) – A series of silent shorts that introduced the character to 

early cinema audiences.

•  John Gielgud’s Sherlock Holmes (1940s) – A theatrical stage adaptation that later transitioned to radio.



•  Sir Basil Rathbone & Nigel Bruce (1939–1946) – The iconic film series featuring the detective and his sidekick 

on the big screen.

•  Peter Cushing’s Sherlock Holmes (1965–1966) – A cult classic with a darker tone.

•  BBC’s Sherlock (2010–2017) – A modernized retelling starring Benedict Cumberbatch and Martin Freeman.

•  BBC’s Sherlock Holmes (1984–1994) – A classic adaptation that remains popular on DVD.

These adaptations demonstrate how Holmes’s appeal transcends time, adapting to new storytelling mediums while

preserving core themes.

3.2 Literary Spin-Offs and Fan Fiction

Beyond official adaptations, the Holmes universe has inspired a vast array of fan creations:

•  Novels by John Dickson Carr and other mystery writers that continue Holmes’s legacy.
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