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Introduction

When a young adult novel captures the hearts of millions and sparks a wave of literary discussion, it becomes 

more than a story—it transforms into a cultural touchstone. The Fault in Our Stars, written by the talented Irish

author Jojo Moyes, is one such phenomenon. Released in 2012, the book quickly climbed bestseller lists, earned

critical acclaim, and even inspired a popular film adaptation. For fans and collectors alike, the first edition of this

beloved novel is a prized artifact, offering a glimpse into the book’s original presentation and the moment it first

entered the world.

In this comprehensive guide, we’ll explore every facet of the first edition of The Fault in Our Stars. From its

publication history and cover design to its ISBN details and market value, we’ll provide you with the knowledge you

need to identify, appreciate, and, if desired, acquire a genuine first edition copy. Whether you’re a seasoned

collector or simply a curious reader, this article will deepen your understanding of why the first edition remains a

treasured piece of literary history.

Publication History

Jojo Moyes’ debut as a novelist was already a success with After the Rain, but it was The Fault in Our Starsthat

catapulted her to international fame. The manuscript was accepted by the publishing house Little, Brown and

Company in 2011, and the book officially hit shelves on July 3, 2012, in the United States. The first edition was

released simultaneously in hardcover and as a paperback in the UK, with the hardcover version becoming the

definitive first edition for collectors worldwide.

Little, Brown’s marketing team positioned the novel as a heartfelt exploration of love, illness, and mortality, targeting 

both young adults and a broader audience. The book’s initial sales were strong, with the first 50,000 copies selling 

within the first month. Its success was amplified by positive reviews from prominent publications such as The New 

York Times, Publishers Weekly, and Time, all of which praised Moyes’ lyrical prose and the relatability of her

characters.

In 2013, the novel was adapted into a feature film starring Shailene Woodley and Ansel Elgort, which further

increased demand for the first edition. The film’s release coincided with a surge in secondhand sales, making early

copies highly sought after by fans eager to own a piece of the story that inspired the movie.

First Edition Details

The first edition of The Fault in Our Starsis characterized by a few key features that set it apart from subsequent

prints:

1.  Cover Design: The original hardcover features a minimalist design with a single red heart on a black 

background. The title is in bold, white typography, while the author’s name appears in a smaller, contrasting font.

2.  ISBN: The first edition carries the ISBN-13 978-0-316-08069-2, which is unique to this particular print.

3.  Page Count: The hardcover edition contains 336 pages, including the front and back matter.

4.  Publisher’s Information: The copyright page lists Little, Brown and Company as the publisher, with the year 



2012.

5.  Printing Marks: A subtle watermark of the publisher’s logo can be found on the pages, and the first edition 

includes a small “First Edition” stamp on the copyright page.

These attributes are essential for verifying authenticity. When purchasing a first edition, it is crucial to confirm that

the ISBN matches 978-0-316-08069-2 and that the cover design aligns with the original artwork described above.

Cover Art and Design Evolution

The cover art of a first edition is often a reflection of the publisher’s vision and the cultural context at the time of 

release. For The Fault in Our Stars, the initial design was intentionally understated, aiming to evoke the quiet

intimacy of the novel’s narrative. The red heart symbolized both love and the fragility of life, resonating with the

story’s central themes.

Over the years, subsequent editions have featured varied cover styles:

•  Hardcover Reprints – These editions often retain the original heart motif but may include additional design 

elements such as a subtle gradient or embossed lettering.

•  Paperback Editions – Typically feature a brighter color palette and a larger title font to increase shelf visibility.

•  Collector’s Editions – Some publishers released special editions with foil stamping, embossed covers, or even 

a limited number of signed copies.

While these variations are visually appealing, the first edition remains the most authentic representation of Moyes’

debut, offering readers a direct connection to the book’s initial public presentation.

ISBN and Publishing Information

Every first edition is identified by a unique ISBN, a standardized code that facilitates cataloging and sales. The first 

edition of The Fault in Our Stars is identified by the following ISBN-13:

978-0-316-08069-2

When searching for a genuine first edition, always cross-check the ISBN with reputable sources such as the

publisher’s website, the Library of Congress catalog, or trusted book databases like ISBN International. Misprints or

counterfeit copies may display different ISBNs or lack the “First Edition” stamp entirely.

Collectibility and Market Value

First editions of popular novels can become valuable over time, especially when the book has achieved widespread 

acclaim. The value of a first edition of The Fault in Our Stars depends on several factors:

•  Condition – Copies in pristine or near-mint condition fetch higher prices. Look for minimal wear on the cover, 

no loose pages, and intact dust jackets.

•  Rarity – Limited print runs or special editions increase scarcity, driving up value.

•  Demand – The enduring popularity of the novel, coupled with the film adaptation, keeps collectors actively 

seeking first editions.

As of early 2024, a first edition copy in excellent condition can range from $70 to $150, depending on the seller and

the market. Prices fluctuate with trends in the used book market and the overall popularity of the novel. For the

most accurate valuation, consult recent sales on platforms like eBay, Amazon, or specialized book auction houses.

How to Identify a Genuine First Edition



Acquiring a first edition can be a rewarding experience, but it also requires vigilance. Below are practical steps to

confirm authenticity:

1.  Check the ISBN – Verify that the ISBN on the copyright page matches 978-0-316-08069-2.

2.  Inspect the Cover – The original design should feature a single red heart on a black background, with the 

title in bold white letters.

3.  Look for the “First Edition” Stamp – A small, discreet stamp on the copyright page indicates authenticity.

4.  Examine the Paper Quality – First editions often use heavier paper stock; feel the weight and texture of the 

pages.

5.  Verify Publisher Information – The copyright page should list Little, Brown and Company, 2012.

6.  Check for Watermarks – A faint publisher logo watermark can be seen on the pages when held to light.

When in doubt, seek expert appraisal from reputable book dealers or use online services that specialize in verifying

first editions.

Price Trends and Market Dynamics

The market for first editions is influenced by several variables:

•  Supply – Limited print runs and the passage of time reduce the number of available copies.

•  Demand – A surge in popularity, such as a film release or a notable anniversary, can spike demand.

•  Condition – High-quality copies command premium prices.

•  Economic Factors – General market conditions, such as inflation or changes in disposable income, affect 

buying power.

Historically, the first edition of The Fault in Our Starshas shown steady appreciation, with a 15-20% increase in

value over the past two years. While the book’s popularity remains strong, collectors should remain mindful of

market volatility and avoid speculative purchases without proper research.

Comparison with Later Editions

When comparing the first edition to subsequent printings, several differences become apparent:

1.  Cover Design – Later editions often feature brighter colors, larger fonts, and sometimes a photo of the film’s 

actors.

2.  Paper Quality – Some reprints use lighter paper to reduce costs, which can affect durability.

3.  Additional Content – Special editions may include author interviews, behind-the-scenes notes, or a foreword.

4.  Print Run Size – Later editions typically have larger print runs, making them more widely available but less 

exclusive.

While later editions are more affordable and often easier to find, the first edition offers a unique authenticity and a

sense of owning a piece of literary history.

The Impact of the First Edition

Beyond its collectible value, the first edition of The Fault in Our Starsholds a symbolic place in literary culture. It

represents the moment when a young adult novel broke the mold of its genre, addressing complex themes of love,

mortality, and hope. The book’s success paved the way for other authors to tackle similar subjects, expanding the

scope of young adult literature.

For readers, owning the first edition can be a deeply personal experience. It connects them to the initial wave of



readers who felt moved by the story and to the author’s original vision. For collectors, it serves as a tangible

reminder of the book’s journey from manuscript to bestseller.

Why Readers Love the First Edition

Several factors contribute to the affection readers have for the first edition:
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