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Introduction

For centuries scholars, theologians, and lay readers have been intrigued by a mysterious text that appears only a 

few times in the Hebrew Bible.  It is called the Book of Jasher, and it is referenced in the books of Joshua and 2

Samuel as a source of historical detail and divine prophecy. While the original manuscript has not survived, the

surviving fragments and later translations have sparked debate about its authenticity, authorship, and impact on

biblical interpretation. In this article we will explore the Book of Jasher mentioned in the Bible, examine its historical

context, analyze its content and themes, and consider its enduring influence on Jewish and Christian thought.

What Is the Book of Jasher?

The term “Jasher” comes from the Hebrew word yashar, meaning “upright” or “true.” The Book of Jasher is

therefore often rendered as “The Book of the Upright” or “The Book of Truth.” It is described in the Bible as a

historical record that contains “the whole history of the world” and “the deeds of the righteous.” The text is

mentioned in two places:

1.  Joshua 10:13 – “And the sun stood still, and the moon stayed, until the people had avenged themselves 

against their enemies.  The Lord did this because of the great love he had for Joshua.  The sun stopped from rising 

and the moon stopped from setting, until the people had avenged themselves.”  The verse adds, “The sun stopped 

because of the great love of the Lord for Joshua.  The sun stopped because of the great love of the Lord for 

Joshua.”  It then cites the Book of Jasher as the source of this extraordinary event.
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