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Exploring the Classic Children’s Tale: “We’re Going on a Bear Hunt” Words

Every child’s first encounter with literature often begins with a picture book that sparks imagination, rhythm, and a

sense of adventure. “We’re Going on a Bear Hunt,” written by Michael Rosen and illustrated by Helen Oxenbury, is

one such timeless classic. Its simple yet powerful narrative, repetitive structure, and vivid sensory details have

made it a staple in early childhood education for decades. In this article, we’ll dive deep into the words that make

this story unforgettable, examine how they shape learning, and explore creative ways parents, teachers, and

caregivers can use the text to enrich language skills, storytelling, and emotional resilience.

Why the Words Matter: A Quick Overview

At first glance, the book’s storyline might seem straightforward: a family sets out on a quest to find a bear, only to

discover that the bear is far more elusive and less dangerous than they imagined. However, the power of the

narrative lies in its linguistic choices. Each stanza is built around a recurring phrase, “We’re going on a bear hunt,”

which acts as a refrain that anchors the reader while allowing for imaginative variation. The repeated use of

sensory verbs—“splash,” “squish,” “sizzle”—creates an almost musical quality that encourages children to read

aloud, anticipate, and participate.

From a pedagogical standpoint, these words serve several key functions:

•  Phonological Awareness: Repetition and rhyme help children detect and manipulate sounds.

•  Vocabulary Development: The story introduces new words in context, boosting comprehension.

•  Memory & Recall: Predictable patterns aid in memorization and confidence in reading.

•  Emotion & Empathy: The family’s reactions to each obstacle foster emotional intelligence.

With this foundation in mind, let’s unpack the “we re going on a bear hunt words” and discover how they can be

leveraged to create engaging learning experiences.

1. The Core Refrain: “We’re Going on a Bear Hunt”

At the heart of the book is the simple, rhythmic declaration, “We’re going on a bear hunt.” The phrase appears at

the beginning of each stanza, setting the tone and providing a rhythmic anchor. Its repetition is not mere gimmick; it

serves as a linguistic scaffold that helps children predict what comes next, making the story accessible for

emerging readers.

Let’s examine the phrase from a linguistic perspective:

1.  Phonemic Breakdown: The consonant cluster /�²ò�†�2�–â�“going”) and the vowel sound /&¢ò�†�2�–â�“bear”) create a 

pleasing contrast that is easy to articulate.

2.  Syntax: The sentence follows a simple subject-verb-object structure, ideal for early language learners.

3.  Alliteration: The repeated “g” sound in “going” and “bear” adds musicality.

Because of its simplicity and musicality, the refrain is often used in classroom chants, group readings, and even as

a mnemonic device for teaching sentence structure.

Creative Uses of the Refrain



•  Story Reenactments: Have children act out the phrase while holding a toy bear, reinforcing kinesthetic 

learning.

•  Phoneme Sorting: Create a game where kids sort words that rhyme with “bear” and “hunt.”

•  Movement Activity: Pair the phrase with a simple dance or movement—step forward for “going,” step 

backward for “back.”

2. Sensory Verbs: The Heartbeat of the Narrative

Each obstacle the family encounters is described using vivid verbs that engage all five senses. Here are some of

the most memorable:

•  “Splash” – water

•  “Squish” – mud

•  “Sizzle” – fire

•  “Stomp” – stones

•  “Roar” – wind

These verbs are not just decorative; they provide concrete, action-oriented language that children can mimic. By

repeating these verbs, children develop a richer vocabulary and a deeper understanding of how words can paint

images in the mind.

Teaching Strategies Around Sensory Verbs

1.  Action Cards: Create cards with each verb and its corresponding action. Children draw a card and act it out 

while saying the verb.

2.  Sensory Journals: Encourage kids to write or draw what “splash” looks like to them, fostering descriptive 

writing skills.

3.  Sound Matching: Record sounds for each verb (e.g., water splashing, mud squishing) and have children 

match them to the word.

3. The Family Unit: Building Social Language Skills

The story is narrated from the perspective of a family: the father, mother, and two children. Each character’s voice

and reaction add layers to the text. The father’s practical tone contrasts with the children’s playful excitement,

creating a dynamic interplay of language styles.

This dynamic is a goldmine for teaching social communication:

•  Perspective Taking: Children can practice expressing what each character feels.

•  Politeness and Cooperation: The family works together, demonstrating turn-taking and supportive language.

•  Conflict Resolution: When obstacles arise, the family discusses solutions, showing problem-solving through 

dialogue.

Role-Play Activities

1.  Character Dialogue: Assign roles to students and have them read the dialogue between the father and 

children, focusing on tone and inflection.

2.  Emotion Cards: Create cards with different emotions (excited, scared, determined) and have children pair 

them with appropriate phrases from the text.

3.  Cooperative Story Building: After reading, students write a short paragraph about what the family might do 

next, emphasizing teamwork.

4. The Landscape: Describing the Environment



The book’s setting transitions from meadow to forest to river, and finally to a cave. Each environment is described

with concise yet evocative language that helps children visualize and differentiate spaces.

Key descriptive words include:

•  “Windy” – forest

•  “Raging” – river

•  “Dark” – cave

•  “Hot” – fire

These words provide a foundation for teaching adjectives and environmental vocabulary.

Environmental Exploration Activities

•  Scavenger Hunt: List the adjectives and have students find objects around the classroom that fit each 

description.

•  Mapping the Journey: Create a simple map and have children label each area with the adjectives from the 

text.

•  Soundscape Creation: Use audio clips to simulate the forest, river, and cave, and have students describe 

what they hear.

5. The Unexpected Twist: The Bear Itself

In a delightful twist, the family ultimately discovers that the bear is not a ferocious beast but a friendly creature,

eager to play. This moment is crucial for teaching themes of empathy, curiosity, and the importance of looking

beyond first impressions.

The words used to describe the bear—“big,” “gray,” “friendly”—are simple yet powerful. They help children

understand that animals (and people) can be misjudged based on appearance alone.

Teaching Empathy Through the Bear

1.  Discussion Questions: Ask children how they would feel if they met a bear that was actually friendly.

2.  Art Projects: Have students draw the bear from their perspective, encouraging them to choose colors and 

expressions that reflect the story’s twist.

3.  Story Extension: Invite kids to write a short paragraph about how they would greet a friendly bear.

6. The Return Journey: Lessons in Resilience

The family’s return home is just as adventurous as the outward journey. The story uses the same rhythmic pattern

to illustrate perseverance. The repetition of “We’re going on a bear hunt” during the return emphasizes that learning

and growth are ongoing processes.

Key words in the return journey include:

•  “Stuck” – mud

•  “Scream” – wind

•  “Happy” – home

These words illustrate both obstacles and rewards, providing a balanced view of the learning process.

Resilience Activities

1.  Obstacle Course: Set up a simple obstacle course that mimics the story’s challenges, encouraging children 

to “splash” through mud or “stomp” over stones.



2.  Reflection Journals: After completing the obstacle course, children write or draw how they felt during each 

challenge.

3.  Group Storytelling: In small groups, students create a new adventure where the family faces a different 

obstacle, practicing resilience themes.

7. Integrating the Text into a Curriculum

Whether you’re a kindergarten teacher, a parent, or a homeschooling parent, “We’re Going on a Bear Hunt” can be

woven into various subjects. Below are practical ways to incorporate the story into a holistic curriculum:

Language Arts

•  Read aloud sessions focusing on phonics and rhyme.

•  Writing assignments where students create their own bear hunt story.

•  Literary analysis of the narrative structure and repetitive patterns.

Science

•  Discuss the ecosystems represented: wetlands, forests, caves.

•  Explore animal behavior and how bears adapt to different environments.

•  Investigate how weather (wind, rain) affects habitats.

Mathematics

•  Count the number of obstacles in each stanza.

•  Use simple addition and subtraction to calculate distances traveled.

•  Measure the “splash” area using a water table.

Art & Music

•  Create collages of the different environments using natural materials.

•  Compose a simple rhythm using claps to represent the repetitive refrain.

•  Design a poster of the bear using bold colors and textures.

Social Studies

•  Explore cultural stories about bears in different societies.

•  Discuss the importance of wildlife conservation and respect for nature.

•  Plan a field trip to a local wildlife sanctuary or nature reserve.

8. Digital Enhancements: Making the Words Interactive

In today’s digital age, incorporating technology can deepen engagement. Here are a few ideas to bring the “we re

going on a bear hunt words” to life online:

Interactive E-Book

Use e-book platforms that allow children to tap on words for phonetic cues, read along, and hear the text read

aloud. This supports both reading fluency and pronunciation.

Educational Apps

Apps that focus on phonics, word matching, or story sequencing can integrate the key words from the book. For

example, a matching game where children pair “splash” with a picture of water.

Online Storytelling Platforms

Encourage students to record themselves reading the story or creating their own version. They can use simple



video editing tools to add sound effects (e.g., a splashing sound for water) and visual overlays.

9. Assessment and Feedback

Assessing learning outcomes related to the story involves both formal and informal techniques. Here are some

assessment ideas:

•  Oral Recitations: Have children recite the refrain and describe each obstacle using the appropriate verbs.

•  Vocabulary Quizzes: Create a short quiz where students match words to images or definitions.

•  Reading Fluency: Use a simple reading fluency checklist, focusing on pronunciation of the refrain.

•  Project Evaluation: Assess projects such as the bear hunt obstacle course or the environmental map for 

creativity and understanding.

10. Extending the Story: Creative Projects
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